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Executive Officer’s Desk    

I first ask you to attend PWD ACT’s Access Forum and AGM on Friday 23 October in the Reception Room at 

the ACT Legislative Assembly, 196 London Circuit Canberra. The AGM notice is included in this Newsletter. 

Please note the change of time for the AGM from 2pm to 4PM. The Access Forum will precede the AGM at 

2.30pm. The details of this Forum are included in Access Panel Unveiled article. 

I also ask you to consider nominating for our Committee. We need a strong Committee in 2015-2016 to take 

us forward and build on the achievements of recent months flowing from our Access Campaign. For 

information on the role and responsibility of a Committee member of PWD ACT contact Maida or I at the 

office. 

The week 11 to 17 October is Anti-Poverty week. I was struck to learn from a colleague, working in an 

emergency relief agency that 47% of people who use his service, which provides practical help to people 

experiencing poverty, are people with disabilities and 80% of his clients are people on Centrelink payments. 

This statistic says much about the inadequacy of current levels of Commonwealth Government income 

support payments to people experiencing social and economic disadvantage. 

There has been recent publicity about the imminent arrival of Uber and other ride share arrangements in 

Canberra. PWD ACT put a submission to the Taxi Industry Innovation Review highlighting the practical 

difficulties for people with disabilities in using these digital based ride sharing services. We called for a 

regulatory regime to protect vulnerable users and a training program to give people with disabilities and 

other vulnerable users the skills needed to be safe and effectively use these new forms of transport. The ACT 

Government has advised PWD ACT that an announcement of the outcome of the Taxi Industry Innovation 

Review will be made shortly and there will be further consultation with us and other community 

organisations. 

One of the aspects of the National Disability Insurance Scheme which we are monitoring is the performance 

of the National Disability Insurance Agency in employing people with disabilities. I recently had an 

opportunity to discuss this matter with the Team Leader in the ACT Office Lisa Short. Lisa has informed me 

that the ACT Office has 13% of its staff who have identified as people with disabilities. This is above average 

for the Australian Public Service. Employment of People with Disabilities is an aspect of the NDIS which we 

will continue to watch with interest. 

Disability ACT held its quarterly forum this month. At this forum one of the presentations was from the ACT 
Ambulance Service. The Ambulance service is keen to get feedback from its service users. The Contact 
person is Carol Brook who can be reached through Access Canberra 132 281. 

Finally, I attended a community consultation by the Reserve Bank of Australia about Australian Banknotes. 

The Reserve Bank wants the community to be informed about the security features in Australian Banknotes 

and how people in the community can protect themselves from counterfeited bank notes. This information 

can be obtained from the Reserve Bank website www.rba.gov.au 

Robert Altamore OAM CM | Executive Office 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.rba.gov.au/
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Notice 

PWD ACT’s 2015 Annual General Meeting  

 

 

 We need you to attend and participate in this meeting to ensure our 

future as an organisation of and for people with disability. 

Date:  Friday 23 October 2015 

Time:  4.00pm immediately following our Access Q&A Forum  

Venue:   Reception room, ACT Legislative Assembly, 196 London Circuit  

RSVP:  Wednesday, 21 October 2015 

Phone:  6286 4223 or mob: 0423 931 753 

Email:  pwdact@shout.org.au 

 

An important function of this meeting is to elect the PWD ACT Committee for the 2015-2016 year. If 
you have the time and skills please consider nominating for our Committee. We need a Committee 
to continue our Access Campaign and our advocacy for the inclusion of people with disabilities in 
the community. 

Nominations are invited from persons wishing to serve as members of the PWD ACT Committee.  
The Constitution of PWD ACT requires that members of the Committee be persons with disability. 
Nominations must be received by the Returning Officer, Robert Altamore by 5pm on Friday 16 
October 2015. For information about being on our Committee please contact us on 6286 4223. 

If you cannot attend the meeting you can appoint a person to attend for you as your proxy.  Your 
Proxy is to be received by 2pm on Thursday 22 October 2015. 

The AGM Agenda, Nomination and Proxy forms are available on our website www.pwdact.org.au  
at 2015-pwdact-agm 

 

Robert Altamore 
OAM |

Executive Officer 

 

mailto:pwdact@shout.org.au
http://www.pwdact.org.au/
http://www.pwdact.org.au/index.php/newsletters-articles/206-2015-pwdact-agm-notice
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Access Q&A Panel Unveiled  

A group of prominent Canberrans are set to talk access, ageing and the future of planning in Canberra at an 

event on Friday 23 October at the ACT Legislative Assembly.   

The PWD ACT Q&A Access Forum will be held on Friday 23 October 2015 from 2:30pm at the Reception 

room in the ACT Legislative Assembly. 

Loosely modelled on the ABC’s popular Q&A program the forum will begin a dialogue on how we can make 

Canberra an access city of the future for everyone, including people with a disability and/or ageing 

Canberrans. 

Our panellists currently include:  

• Sue Salthouse, Canberra Citizen of the Year (MC);  

• Alistair Coe MLA, Shadow Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, Urban Services and Transport 

Services;  

• Malcolm Snow, Chief Executive, National Capital Authority;  

• Eric Martin, Registered architect, Eric Martin & Associates 

• Jenny Mobbs, Executive Director Council on the Ageing ACT; and 

• Maureen Cane, Chief Executive Officer, Volunteering ACT Access City Hotline.  

It will also be an opportunity for PWD ACT members and the general public to ask questions and raise 

practical issues that affect you. 

You can also participate online via the hashtag #CBRaccess on Facebook and Twitter. 

Outcomes will inform PWDACT's work going into the Budget process and the 2016 ACT election.  They 

support our commitments to the National Disability Strategy and Involve Canberra. 

The Q&A forum is open to PWD ACT members and the public.  You are also welcome to stay for our Annual 

General Meeting from 4.00pm following the forum.  

Please RSVP by Friday 16 October 2015 to 6286 4223 or pwdact@shout.org.org 

Canberra’s access shockers highlighted in social media forum 

PWD ACT has held its first ever social media forum on Facebook and our new Twitter page via @pwdact2 

providing a new way for members and people with disability to have a say on disability issues.  The full day 

forum, held on Saturday 19 September 2015, with the hashtag #CBRaccess saw Canberra people and visitors 

to the capital sharing their views on access issues and barriers.  

Far from being an access nirvana, members of Canberra’s disability community offered the city a mixed 

verdict.  A cross-section of issues raised included:  

 The lack of access in the “court areas” around Phillip and Belconnen as well as in older parts of the city 

like Fyshwick and Manuka 

 The lack of access to ATM’s due to height and design issues  

 Dangerous rides in wheelchair taxis 

 Action buses taking off before passengers are seated subjecting people to injury and falls 

 Poor street lighting in some suburbs causing trip hazards and making people feel unsafe 

 People needing to travel along overgrown verges and rough ground to get to curb cuts 

 Poor access in iconic buildings like Parliament House including heavy doors and heavy carpet  

 Access to programs and services that aren’t disability specific  

 ACT residents not being subsidised for the costs of visual smoke detectors  

mailto:pwdact@shout.org.org
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 Narrow doorways and a lack of access into nightclubs and venues  

 Lack of any hire cars with handcontrols for visitors 

 Hotels in Canberra advertising access and then failing to deliver 

 Trees, bushes, long grass and shrubs cover foot paths making it near impossible to use the foot paths 

with a mobility aid 

 Problems with sensory processing for people with a hearing disability due to flooring, noisy devices like 

driers  

 An older couple were trapped in a carpark at the convention centre after the lift failed to arrive and they 

were told to walk up to the next floor of the car park and press the bottom to send the lift back down. 

Another man in a wheelchair was forced to go up steep internal carpark ramps against oncoming traffic 

to attend a disability conference. 

 Disability toilets used for storage including or unpleasant/unemptied nappy bins  

 Footpaths being cracked, steep, uneven and having poor camber (sloping into the road) 

 People illegally parking in disability spaces throughout Canberra 

On the positive side, Canberra residents and visitors alike offered bouquets to Canberra events such as 

Floriade, currently held in Commonwealth Park.  Access to the National Capital Precinct and newer buildings 

was also praised.   

The evidence and concerns gathered during the online discussion will be presented at an access Q&A event, 

to which you are invited, from 2.30pm on 23 October 2015 at the ACT Legislative Assembly.   

You can also take part in an online survey which is open till 16 October 2015 – find the link here.  

Federal Government shake-up brings mixed news for disability 

The toppling of former Prime Minister Tony Abbott has brought mixed news for disability with the incoming 

Prime Minister, Malcolm Turnbull bringing responsibility for the delivery of the National Disability Insurance 

Scheme into the portfolio of new Social Services Minister Christian Porter. 

While the signing of bilateral agreements for NSW and Victoria as the first act of the new Prime Minister 

were welcomed by disability advocates, there was criticism of the decision not to appoint a replacement for 

outgoing Assistant Minister Senator Mitch Fifield who was promoted as Minister for Communications.   

People with Disability Australia President Craig Wallace welcomed the appointment of Minister Porter and 

noted that there were some advantages in having the NDIS within a cabinet portfolio but expressed 

disappointment in the lack of a dedicated Minister for Disability given the need for attention to the 

multibillion dollar NDIS rollout.   

Mr Wallace also called on the new Government to reinstate the Disability Discrimination Commissioner and 

step up efforts to implement the National Disability Strategy as well as a focus on employment reform.  

Meet New Social Services Minister Christian Porter 

Christian Porter (born 11 July 1970) is the member for the Federal Division of Pearce since the 2013 federal 

election. Porter was a Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister in the Abbott Government from 

December 2014, before being promoted to Minister for Social Services in the Turnbull Government from 

September 2015. 

Before his election to the federal parliament, Porter had served in the Parliament of Western Australia. He 

first entered the Legislative Assembly after winning the seat of Murdoch in a 2008 by-election following the 

death of the sitting member, Trevor Sprigg, and he was subsequently elected to the new seat of Bateman at 

https://www.facebook.com/events/158754584462324/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/C82592C
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the 2008 general election. After the Liberals formed government, Porter was appointed Attorney-General in 

the Barnett ministry. In December 2010, he was also appointed Treasurer, and held both portfolios until 

June 2012, when he resigned from the ministry to contest the 2013 federal election. 

From Perth, Porter attended the University of Western Australia and later the London School of Economics, 

and practised law before his election to parliament. He is the son of the 1956 Olympic silver medallist, 

Charles "Chilla" Porter.  

NDIS  

 

Independent review of the NDIS Act 

The Australian Government has commissioned an independent review of the National Disability Insurance 

Scheme Act 2013 (NDIS Act), as required under Section 208 of the NDIS Act. 
The review is being conducted by Ernst & Young. The intent of the review is to assess the operation of the 
NDIS legislative framework (comprising the NDIS Act and the NDIS Rules) and develop recommendations as 
to whether any improvements can be made to better support the objectives and principles of the NDIS Act. 

Stakeholder feedback will inform the review’s findings and recommendations. 

A Discussion Paper on the review has been developed and is available at the NDIS’s website: 
http://www.ndis.gov.au/about-us/governance/legislation/ndis-act-review. 

Easy English versions are also available at the website, including the Terms of Reference for the review. The 
purpose of the Discussion Paper is to prompt feedback from stakeholders (through written submissions) on 
the key questions that the review is seeking to address. 

Submissions to the Discussion Paper are sought by 9 October 2015. 

Submissions can be lodged by: emailing ndisactreview@au.ey.com (link sends e-mail)  
OR posting your submission addressed to: ‘Review of the NDIS Act’, Ernst & Young, GPO Box 281 
Canberra ACT 2601 

Pre Planning Workshop 
The NDIA are running regular workshops for participants, families and carers to assist with understanding 
the NDIS processes. 

Sessions Include:  Explaining how the NDIS works; Provide tools to help you identify your goals and 
aspirations; Explaining and assist you to prepare for the planning conversation. 

Date: 12 October 2015 at 5:00pm  
Venue: NDIA Office, 212 Northborne Ave, Braddon ACT 

More information at: Braddon: Pre planning workshop 

Please RSVP by emailing communityact@ndis.gov.au (link sends e-mail) or call 6146 8200. Please advise the 
names of NDIS participant, people attending the session, contact phone number and any support 
requirements. Both Libraries are fully accessible and have ample parking.  

Community Conversations - Drop In Support 
Date: Friday 16th October from 10am to 12:30pm 

Venue: CONTACT Canberra, 20 Genge Street, Canberra City 

You don’t need to book in for these sessions; you can simply drop in to discuss, research, browse the variety 
of community information resources available at the CONTACT office. 

The CONTACT staff will be available to assist you with accessing community resources on their website. 

https://www.comlaw.gov.au/Details/C2014C00386
https://www.comlaw.gov.au/Series/C2013A00020/Enables
http://www.ndis.gov.au/about-us/governance/legislation/ndis-act-review
mailto:ndisactreview@au.ey.com
http://www.ndis.gov.au/event/braddon-pre-planning-workshop-2
mailto:communityact@ndis.gov.au
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The NDIA staff will assist you with your questions and queries related to your planning pathways.  

For more information please contact Lauren at Contact Canberra on lauren@vc-act.org.au or call 6257 1687 

NDIS Information Session for ACT Women with Disabilities 

Women with Disabilities ACT (WWDACT) in collaboration with the National Disability Insurance 
Agency (NDIA) invite all women with disabilities in the ACT to attend an information session and 
discussion on the NDIS.  

When: Friday 23 October 2015 » 1:30pm to 4pm 
Venue: Large Meeting room, Building 1, Pearce Community Centre, Pearce 

Refreshments will be provided. 

Please indicate if you have any participation requirements.  

RSVP: Monday 19 October to: wwdact@wchm.org.au or call Nicole on 6290 2166. 

NDIS New World: Disability in the 21st Century 

Conference and Trade Show: Brisbane Australia – 27 to 29 October 2015 

The buzz around the Conference is growing. Registrations are selling fast. Don't miss the top national and 
international speakers, innovative sessions, pitch competition, conference dinner and a vibrant Trade Show 
showcasing the latest technology.  

In the Media 

 

Advocates slam cage  

This is an edited version of an article appearing in the Canberra Times earlier this month. 

PWD ACT supports the calls in this article for the ACT Government to provide the support and resources 

necessary to ensure that incidents like this do not occur again. 

A disability rights advocate has commended the publication of an image of a cage used to confine an autistic 

child in a Canberra school. Craig Wallace, president of People with Disability Australia, said the stark 

portrayal of the two metre square, purpose-built cage intended as a "sanctuary" for a 10-year-old special 

needs student was a powerful tool in promoting inclusion and awareness of people with disabilities. 

"It is important to confront people with the reality of restraint as it's practised against people and children 

with disabilities," he said. "I think this should be a wake-up call to everybody about what restraint actually 

means." 

Mr Wallace condemned attempts to try to describe it as anything but a cage. 

"Using euphemisms, talking about 'cage-like structures' could range from anything from a playpen or a quiet 

corner," Mr Wallace said. "You've got bars above; you've got a latch on it and it's bright blue – that's a cage. 

It is an incredibly powerful image." 

Mr Wallace echoed calls for more support and training for teachers from the education department and 

from the teacher's union. He said the cage was indicative of a phenomenon often seen by his organisation in 

school systems across Australia. 

"We also have a lot of cages out there that are less visible but are equally onerous for students with 

disabilities. They are a result of people being placed in special schools or segregated settings away from 

other students. Not all of them have blue bars and a lock on them," he said. 

mailto:lauren@vc-act.org.au
mailto:wwdact@wchm.org.au
http://ndis.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=055092cc7e42efbfc41d80045&id=5830e8779b&e=91de578f58
http://ndis.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=055092cc7e42efbfc41d80045&id=7ea91bb291&e=91de578f58
http://ndis.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=055092cc7e42efbfc41d80045&id=7ea91bb291&e=91de578f58
http://ndis.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=055092cc7e42efbfc41d80045&id=863326fdc2&e=91de578f58
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ACT Education Minister Joy Burch slammed the publication of the image, saying it violated the "privacy" and 

"dignity" of the people involved and was potentially "emotionally damaging" for the child's family. A 

spokesman from the minister's office said contrary to an earlier report by the ABC, the minister had seen a 

photo of the cage prior to the publication of this image by Fairfax Media, however the photo they had seen 

was in black and white and from a different angle. 

"Publishing this photo does not assist in getting to the truth or add any more insight as to why it was 

constructed," the minister said in a statement. 

But opposition education spokesman Steve Doszpot believed finally seeing the cage after months of 

speculation was "sobering". 

"It does beggar belief that it took the department so long to discover its existence," Mr Doszpot said. 

"Irrespective of what happened, by whom, when and why, the fact remains the cage was built to contain a 

child. Any system that tolerates such a response is clearly flawed." 

Reprinted from The Canberra Times.  Read more: http://www.canberratimes.com.au/act-news/image-of-

cage-in-canberra-school-a-wakeup-call-says-disability-advocate-20150909-gjii2j.html#ixzz3mT971Tig 

'Dangerous' for governments to play gatekeeping role, advocates say’ 
24 August 2015, Christopher Knaus , The Canberra Times 
The ACT government's handling of two cases of alleged assault and abuse by its support workers have 
frustrated and angered both the family of a  resident with disability, Gary Comerford, who lives at the 
Fairweather group home in Lyneham, and support workers who say they were falsely accused at the Burn 
group home in Downer in 2012. article...html 

‘Allegations of violence, abuse in disability homes not referred to police’ 
24 August 2015, Christopher Knaus, Canberra Times  

Gary Comerford's case is one of two investigated by Fairfax Media in which the media outlet says the 
government has failed to properly tell police when disability support workers are accused of assaults or 
other criminality. article...html 

‘Disability officials defend handling of complaints of alleged assaults at care homes in 

Canberra’ 
24 August 2015, ABC News  

Disability officials have denied they intentionally delayed handling complaints over alleged assaults at group 
homes for people with disability in Canberra. article... 

Things You Can Do! 

 

Disability Support for the Royal Commission 

Tell Your Story 

The Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse has been set up to investigate the 
issue of sexual abuse for persons under 18 and under the care of an organisation. 

If you are a person with disability who experienced sexual abuse People With Disability Australia (PWDA) can 
help you to work out whether to share your story, how to do it, and make sure you have all the supports you 
need.  They can also help you with any related issues. 

Call PWDA on 1800 422 015 or TTY 180 0422 016 for more about their work visit: 
http://rcsupport.pwd.org.au 

http://www.canberratimes.com.au/act-news/image-of-cage-in-canberra-school-a-wakeup-call-says-disability-advocate-20150909-gjii2j.html#ixzz3mT971Tig
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/act-news/image-of-cage-in-canberra-school-a-wakeup-call-says-disability-advocate-20150909-gjii2j.html#ixzz3mT971Tig
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/act-news/dangerous-for-governments-to-play-gatekeeping-role-advocates-say-20150824-gj6b4k.html
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/act-news/allegations-of-violence-abuse-in-disability-homes-not-referred-to-police-20150823-gj5uor.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-08-24/officials-defend-handling-of-complaints-over-alleged-assaults/6719308
http://rcsupport.pwd.org.au/
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Information Page 

 

White Cane Safety Day 15 October 

The white cane is recognized across the world as the international symbol of blindness and mobility, and 

that is why the World Blind Union (WBU) is focusing on the issue of silent cars and their effects on mobility 

for blind and low-vision persons for White Cane Safety Day 2015.  

Shared spaces are becoming increasingly common in our communities, where pedestrians, vehicles and 

cyclists use the same space for transit. This increased complexity makes mobility more difficult for persons 

who have low-vision and blindness. When traveling at speeds under 20 kilometers an hour, hybrid and 

electric vehicles are essentially silent and undetectable.  Blind and low-vision persons depend on vehicle 

noise to know when it is safe to cross roads. 

In Canberra, I personally experience the difficulty of shared spaces when I walk in Bundah Street which is 

Canberra’s first shared space. The possibility of encountering slow moving cars in addition to bicycles in my 

travel across the road makes me very uneasy. A key problem for people who are blind in shared spaces is 

that communication between pedestrians, cyclists and drivers is usually done by eye contact which is not 

possible for many blind people like me. 

The UN is working to address the hazards posed by quiet vehicles. The World Forum for the Harmonization 

of Vehicle Regulations (WP.29) and its subsidiary, the Working Party on Noise (GRB), as well as the Quiet 

Road Transport Vehicles Informal Working Group (QRTV), are the three UN bodies involved in the regulation 

process. The QRTV originally set-out to develop a global technical regulation for a mandatory Audible Vehicle 

Alerting System (AVAS). Unfortunately, this working group’s mandate has been narrowed and it is now 

moving towards a standard that would only apply in certain countries, not including countries such as the 

USA and China. We are disappointed by this move away from a global regulation. 

The WBU fully supports a global standard for an AVAS that will: 1) ensure that an alert device is loud enough 

to provide adequate warning about the presence and movement of hybrid and electric vehicles; 2) prohibit a 

pause switch that would enable the driver to turn off the alert device whenever he or she finds the sound 

annoying; and 3) require that the quiet vehicle emit an alert sound while stationary, such as when stopped 

at a traffic light.  

The WBU calls on all governments and regulators to support a global technical standard that reflects the 

QRTV’s original mandate. WBU members, and all other likeminded stakeholders, can contact their WP.29 

members and encourage them to insist that our concerns be incorporated into any final international 

regulation. For more information on the WP.29 and its members, follow this link: here.html . The World 

Blind Union (WBU) also has a Position Statement on this issue, which highlights the need for an AVAS in 

order to keep blind and low-vision pedestrians, alongside all other pedestrians, safe and fully mobile in all 

cities and communities across the globe.  From Robert Altamore. 

Contributing our voices!  

A summary of feedback from the Have Your Say! Forum with women with disabilities in the ACT 

This report is an outcome of a recent forum conducted by Women With Disabilities ACT in relation to: Health 

and wellbeing; Education and employment; Community participation & social inclusion; Housing, cost of 

living and poverty and National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS). 

You can read the report at: http://www.wchm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Contributing-our-
voices.pdf 

http://www.unece.org/trans/main/wp29%20/introduction.html
http://www.worldblindunion.org/English/resources/Pages/Policy-Papers.aspx
http://www.wchm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Contributing-our-voices.pdf
http://www.wchm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Contributing-our-voices.pdf
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Upcoming Community Activities & Events

 

2015 Mental Health Week Events 

»Friday 2 October: Catholic Care Community Walk 

  11.30am to 12.30pm Watson/ Dickson area - for more info call: 6163 7600 
»Monday 5 October: Walk to the Top of Oz - Belconnen Community Service- 

training for main event on 29 October 2015  

»Tuesday 6 October: Mental Health & Wellbeing Expo 

  10am to 2pm at Southern Cross Club at Woden, 92-96 Corinna Street, Phillip 
»Launch and Awards: 10am to 11am 
» Mindscapes Festival – Short Film & Poetry night 

   6.30 to 8.30pm  at  Belconnen Arts Centre, 118 Emu Bank, Belconnen 
»Wednesday 7 October: Mish Mash Variety Night 

  7 to 9pm at Belconnen Arts Centre, 118 Emu Bank, Belconnen 
»Friday 9October: ABC Drive – Happy Hour Live Cross  

  4.30 to 6pm at Arc Cinema, National Film & Sound Archive 
»Saturday 10October: Crafternoon – Volunteering & Contact ACT 

  11.30am – 12.30pm at Belconnen Arts Centre, 118 Emu Way, Belconnen 
» Closing Ceremony – Self Portraits/ Self Expression 

  11am to 2pm at National Gallery of Australia, Parkes Place, Parkes  
»Tuesday 13 October: Good Day Out – Sunflower Services – all day event 

»Monday 19 October: The Rainbow – Official Opening 

  11am at   Chifley Health and Wellbeing Hub, cnr Eggleston & Maclaurin Cres 

More information at: www.mentalhealthweekact.org 

Rough Diamonds Social Group 
Rough Diamonds is a social group open to all for times of connection, and conversation.  

October Excursion: Tulip Tops  
Date: Wednesday 7 October 2015» Cost: $10 

You Tube Videos & Morning Tea 
Date: Wednesday 21 October 2015 »Cost: $5 which includes morning tea. 

Venue/Address:  NationsHeart Christian Community, 27 Rae Street, Belconnen, ACT  

Phone: 6253 1672 or office@nationsheart.org.au or call Jeanette on 0478 539 173 

Is There More to Life Than Buses?  

Date: Wednesday 7 October » 11am to 1pm 
Venue: Hughes Community Centre, Hughes 

A FREE event for older Canberrans and for anybody who doesn't drive and finds it hard to get around.   

At the event, five Canberra-based organisations are going to listen to your concerns and challenges, and 
then pitch their vision for how their approach might help improve things.  These organisations include Uber, 
Capital Metro and NICTA (who are proposing a 'taxi-bus' pilot). 

More information contact Jane Thomson at COTA ACT on 6282 3777 or jthomson@cotaact.org.au 

 Chronic Conditions Seminar Series 2015 

FREE Talk: “Pain, Shame and New ways” 
Presenter: Marion Swetenham, Clinical Psychologist 

http://www.mentalhealthweekact.org/
http://www.nationsheart.com.au/contacts.html
mailto:office@nationsheart.org.au
mailto:jthomson@cotaact.org.au
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Date:  7pm » Thursday 15 October 2015 
Venue:  SHOUT, Pearce Community Centre, Building 1, Room 22 

For more information please call the SHOUT office on 6290 1984 or Visit: www.actcca.org.au 

Canberra Community Sleepout 

Date: Friday 16 October 2015 

Did you know that every night, around 2,000 people in our community have no home to go to? This means 
we have the second highest rate of homelessness in Australia. 

That’s why Communities@Work has partnered with St Vincent de Paul Society for the third year running to 
hold the Sleepout.  

For more information visit:  http://sleepout.org.au/ 

Communication Using Tablets: Access and App Options 

The workshop will be presented by Bronwyn Simpson, an Occupational Therapist at Ability Technology.  
Suitable for people with disabilities, families, carers and therapists. 
 

Date:      Tuesday 20th October 2015 » 5:30 to 7:00pm 
Venue:    Hartley Lifecare Training Room, 6 Hodgson Place, Pearce  
Cost:    $30.00 per person/ no charge for a person with a disability  

Places are limited so be quick to register your interest with Natalie at Hartley Lifecare 6282 4411 or 
reception@hartley.org.au. 

Consumer Representatives Training at HCCA 

Friday 23 October and Friday 30 October from 10am to 3pm 
Venue: HCCA Meeting Room, ACT Sports House, 100 Maitland Street, Hackett, ACT, 2602 

This free two-day course provides you with the opportunity to nominate as a Consumer 
Representative on a health service committee; you can make a valuable contribution to improve 
health services. You will learn more about the ACT Health System from a consumer perspective and 
how to use this knowledge to make effective systemic change. 

Morning tea and lunch will be provided 

For more information and to register call Health Care Consumers on 6230 7800 or  
Email: kategorman@hcca.org.au 

Canberra Blind Cricket Open Day 
Your chance to try out blind cricket can be played by Low or Vision Impaired people. 

Saturday 24th October 2015 from 11am to 3pm 
Location: Fellows Oval, ANU, ACTON ACT 

Register you interest to attend with Brian on bconn2210@gmail.com or 0431 638 339 by 
Wednesday 16th October 2015. 

Canberra Nara Candle Festival 
Lennox Gardens shimmers to life under the light of 2,000 candles as Japanese and Australian cultures unite 
at this annual Festival. 

Date and time: Saturday, 24 October 2015| 4.30pm to 9pm 
Address: Lennox Gardens, Canberra Nara Park, Flynn Drive, Yarralumla ACT  

Tollfree: 13 22 81 Email: events@act.gov.au Web:www.events.act.gov.au/nara 

http://www.actcca.org.au/
http://sleepout.org.au/
mailto:reception@hartley.org.au
mailto:kategorman@hcca.org.au
mailto:bconn2210@gmail.com
mailto:events@act.gov.au
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PWD ACT’s Organisational Members 

Organisation: 
 

Website: 
 

Email: 
 

Phone: 
 

Achilles Running Club –    

Canberra 

www.achilles-
sydney.org.au/canberra 

 

pmralston@netspeed.com.au 
 

0414 831 
649 

ACT Deafness Resource Centre www.actdrc.org.au enquiries@actdrc.org.au 6287 4393 

ACT Down Syndrome 

Association 
http://actdsa.org.au/ 

 admindsa@actdsa.asn.au 
6290 0656 
 

ACT Mental Health Consumer 
Network 

www.actmhcn.org.au eo@actmhcn.org.au 6230 5796 

ACT Muscular Dystrophy Ass.  actmda@hotmail.com 6296 4006 

Advance Personnel www.advance.org.au 

 

www.advance.org.au/contact-us 6285 2466 

Advocacy for Inclusion www.advocacyforinclusio
n.org 

 

info@advocacyfoinclusion.org 6257 4005 

Belconnen Arts Centre www.belconnenartscentre.c
om.au 

 

info@belconnenartscentre.com.au 6173 3300 

Better Hearing Australia canberra.betterhearingaustr
alia.org.au/node/7 

 

Canberra@betterhearing.org.au 
bhacanberra@gmail.com 
 

6251 4713 

Blind Citizens of Australia 
Canberra ACT Branch 

www.bca.org.au koala@areujoking.com 
 

6254 7326 

Capital Community Housing www.capitalcommunityh

ousing.org.au 
 

admin@capitalcommunityhousing.or
g.au 
 

6287 4344 

Catholic Care  
Canberra & Goulburn 

www.catholiccare.cg.org.au 

 
info@catholiccare.cg.org.au 6295 4300 

CarePlus Services www.careplusservices.co
m.au 

admin@careplusservices.com 6292 9926 

Communities@Work www.commsatwork.org admin@commsatwork.org 6293 6500 

Darryl’s Den Inc www.darrylsden.org 
 

contact@darrylsden.org 0400 597 
026 

DUO Services Australia www.duo.org.au 
 

admin@duo.org.au 6287 2870 
6126 9300 

Ethnic Disability ACT  www.ethnicdisabilityact.
weebly.com 

ethnicdisabilityact@gmail.com 6255 2671 

Friends of Brain Injured 

Children ACT 

www.fbic.org.au fbicact@shout.org.au 6290 1984 

Hartley Lifecare www.hartley.org.au enquires@hartley.org.au 
 

6282 4411 

Health Care Consumers  www.hcca.org.au hcc@hcca.org.au 
 

6230 7800 

House with No Steps www.hwns.com.au Kflanagan@hwns.com.au 4221 0391 

Just Better Care www.justbettercare.com mailct@justbettercare.com 6280 4070 

Koomarri www.koomarri.asn.au reception@koomarri.asn.au 6280 6143   

National Gallery Of Australia www.nga.gov.au/Home eventbookings@nga.gov.au 6240 6504 

QuestCare www.questcare.com.au disabilitysupport@questsolutions.com.
au 

6253 4314 

Rough Diamonds www.nationsheart.org.au jeanettemorris@netspeed.com.au 0478 539 
173 

Sharing Places www.sharingplaces.com.au 
 

admin@sharingplaces.com.au 6290 1964 

http://www.achilles-sydney.org.au/canberra
http://www.achilles-sydney.org.au/canberra
mailto:pmralston@netspeed.com.au
http://www.actdrc.org.au/
mailto:enquiries@actdrc.org.au
http://actdsa.org.au/
javascript:void(0)
http://www.actmhcn.org.au/
http://www.advance.org.au/
http://www.advocacyforinclusion.org/
http://www.advocacyforinclusion.org/
mailto:info@advocacyfoinclusion.org
http://www.belconnenartscentre.com.au/
http://www.belconnenartscentre.com.au/
http://canberra.betterhearingaustralia.org.au/node/7
http://canberra.betterhearingaustralia.org.au/node/7
mailto:Canberra@betterhearing.org.au
mailto:bhacanberra@gmail.com
http://www.bca.org.au/
mailto:koala@areujoking.com
http://www.capitalcommunityhousing.org.au/
http://www.capitalcommunityhousing.org.au/
mailto:admin@capitalcommunityhousing.org.au
mailto:admin@capitalcommunityhousing.org.au
http://www.catholiccare.cg.org.au/
mailto:info@catholiccare.cg.org.au
http://www.careplusservices.com.au/
http://www.careplusservices.com.au/
http://www.commsatwork.org/
mailto:admin@commsatwork.org
http://www.darrylsden.org/
http://www.duo.org.au/
mailto:admin@duo.org.au
http://www.ethnicdisabilityact.weebly.com/
http://www.ethnicdisabilityact.weebly.com/
http://www.fbic.org.au/
mailto:fbicact@shout.org.au
http://www.hartley.org.au/
mailto:enquires@hartley.org.au
http://www.hcca.org.au/
mailto:hcc@hcca.org.au
http://www.hwns.com.au/
mailto:Kflanagan@hwns.com.au
http://www.justbettercare.com/
mailto:mailct@justbettercare.com
http://www.koomarri.asn.au/
mailto:reception@koomarri.asn.au
http://www.nga.gov.au/Home
mailto:eventbookings@nga.gov.au
http://www.questcare.com.au/
mailto:disabilitysupport@questsolutions.com.au
mailto:disabilitysupport@questsolutions.com.au
http://www.nationsheart.org.au/
mailto:jeanettemorris@netspeed.com.au
http://www.sharingplaces.com.au/
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Organisation: 
 

Website: 
 

Email: 
 

Phone: 

Southside Community 
Services 

www.sscs.org.au 

 

admin@sscs.org.au 6126 4700 

Special Olympics ACT www.specialolympics.com.au soactadmin@specialolympics.com.au 
 

0467 761 
 580 

Woden Community Service www.wcs.org.au 

 

wcsadmin@wcs.org.au 6282 2644 

Women With Disabilities ACT 
Matters 

www.wchm.org.au/wwdact wwdact@wchm.org.au 6290 2166 

 

PWD ACT MEMBERSHIP 

Individual Membership with Disability: Free 

Organisational Membership: $20 per year 

Benefits of PWD ACT Membership Include: 

 Monthly newsletter 

 Policy consultation on key issues 

 Representative opportunities 

 Connection with local and national networks 

 Participate in our decision making 

Link to Membership Form: 

www.pwdact.org.au/index.php/membership.html 

 

 
PWD ACT CONTACT DETAILS 

POSTAL ADDRESS:  PO Box 717, Mawson ACT 2607  

OFFICE LOCATION:  Building 1, Pearce Centre, Collett Place, Pearce  

Website:             www.pwdact.org.au 

Phone:  02 6286 4223 | Fax: 02 6286 4475 

Email: Robert at: pwdact@shout.org.au or  

 Maida at: pwdadmin@shout.org.au 

     

 

http://www.sscs.org.au/
mailto:admin@sscs.org.au
mailto:soactadmin@specialolympics.com.au
http://www.wcs.org.au/
http://www.wchm.org.au/
http://www.pwdact.org.au/index.php/membership.html
http://www.pwdact.org.au/
mailto:pwdact@shout.org.au
mailto:pwdadmin@shout.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/pages/People-With-Disabilities-ACT/526202744076381
https://twitter.com/PWDACT2
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PWD ACT NEWSLETTER 
 

 “For people with disabilities, 

 

 
by people with disabilities.”  

 

PWD ACT’s newsletter is an easily read, compact and timely way of keeping members and supporters 
informed about our advocacy work, issues and coming events. We strongly encourage people with 
disabilities to send feedback on systemic advocacy issues directly to us on the above contacts. Please send us 
an email if you would like to receive your PWD ACT newsletter ‘Out & about with Ability’ electronically, as 
this will save our environment. 

This newsletter is provided with the assistance of the ACT Government 
through Community Service Directorate. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PWD ACT is a member of the Self Help Organisations United Together 

 


