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Executive Officer’s Desk    

PWD ACT held its Annual General Meeting on Friday 23 October. The AGM was well attended and followed 

our Access Q & A Forum held at the ACT Legislative Assembly earlier that afternoon. 

At the AGM a new Committee was elected. The Committee members are: 

 President  - Terry Millar 

 Vice-President -  David Luck 

 Treasurer - Sue Carbone 

 Committee members Andrew Geraghty and Ben Harris 

We welcome Andrew Geraghty and Ben Harris to the Committee. Sarah Ferguson and Juan de la Torre had 

resigned from the Committee prior to the AGM. We thank Juan and Sarah for their contributions to PWD 

ACT as Committee members.  

The Secretary’s position is vacant and the role will be performed by staff and Committee members while we 

search for a person to fill this position. 

One of the major outcomes of our Access Campaign is a submission to the ACT Government 2016-2017 

Budget process proposing a strategy to co-ordinate Government and community efforts to make Canberra 

an access city. This submission draws on the input from our consultations with our individual and 

organisational members, our access survey and social media forum and the Q&A Forum held in conjunction 

with our AGM. Craig Wallace, our Access Campaign Manager has provided an article in the Newsletter with 

links for you to read our submission, upon your request a hard copy can be obtained from our office. 

I attended ‘More than Buses’ a discussion of the transport needs of non-drivers in the ACT. This Forum 

included both discussions of transport needs and presentations from current transport providers such as 

ACTION’s Flexibus Service, providers of community transport and future providers such as Uber. For more 

information about community transport go to the websites of ACTION and the various Regional Community 

Service organisations in the ACT such as Northside, Woden and Communities @ Work. 

At the monthly meetings of the National Disability Insurance Agency (NDIA) and Canberra advocacy 

organisations, I continue to raise with the NDIA issues affecting people with disabilities in their dealings with 

this Agency. I was asked to test for accessibility a proposed new website for the NDIS. This was a learning 

activity as a number of access problems came to light and will be fixed before this new website goes live. 

I also attended the Canberra consultation for the development of the framework for funding of information, 

linkage and co-ordination services (ILC services) under the National Disability Insurance Scheme. We were 

asked to consider how services which provide information, peer support, referral and capacity building 

would relate to the NDIS and to comment on the priorities for the funding of these services. The discussion 

was at a very general level. PWD ACT put the case for funding of organisations of people with disabilities and 

stressed the importance of services which provide information and skills development for people with 

disabilities. 

Finally, PWD ACT responded to a request to provide comment on proposed changes to the laws relating to 

the care of children and young people. While these changes contain some welcome initiatives they are 

predominately administrative and don’t address the social and environmental issues which cause parents 

with disabilities to have their children removed from their care at a much higher rate than the general 

community. This is an area in which the NDIS and ACT child protection authorities need to work together to 

support people with disabilities in their parenting roles. 

Robert Altamore OAM CM | Executive Office 
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Building an access city for all Canberrans 

On Friday 23 October 2015 a panel of distinguished Canberra planners, spokespeople and decisions makers 
came together at the ACT Legislative Assembly to start a conversation about the future of access in 
Canberra.  

Chaired by Sue Salthouse, Canberra Citizen of the Year, panelists include: Joy Burch MLA, Minister for 
Disability; Alistair Coe MLA, Shadow Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, Urban Services and Transport 
Services; Malcolm Snow, Chief Executive, National Capital Authority; Eric Martin AM, Managing Director, Eric 
Martin & Associates; Jenny Mobbs, Executive Director Council on the Ageing ACT; and Maureen Cane, CEO, 
Volunteering and Contact ACT. 

The forum heard some startling stories about access barriers in Canberra including poor access in retail 
“courts”, problems with taxi’s, buses and hire cars, concerns about Uber, safety issues on Canberra streets 
and footpaths and poor access in some iconic spaces.   

A lack of access in Bunda street was highlighted and there was also discussion about access in new 
infrastructure like light rail.  In addition to access barriers the panel heard about a lack of coordination 
around access promotion, education and complaint resolution, including across the ACT Government.   

On the positive side, speakers highlighted a “golden opportunity” for Canberra to get it right noting our 
population is ageing and we are a whole of jurisdiction launch site for the National Disability Insurance 
Scheme.  

Speaking from experiences of inclusive design internationally, speakers noted that great cities are judged by 
how well they manage their built environments and also that close enough wasn’t good enough when it 
came to access. 

The panel canvassed a range of solutions including dedicated contact points in each ACT Government 
directorate, a single point of contact on disability access issues, the idea of a Canberra Universal Design 
Charter and policy suggestions such as mandated requirements for ACTION buses to be fully DDA compliant.   

The forum included “live” feedback online via the hashtag #CBRaccess   

The event was part of a year of consultation initiatives from PWD ACT to better understand the access needs 
and priorities of people with disability.    

The work responds to feedback from our members and aligns with the National Disability Strategy as well as 
Involve - Canberra's Disability Commitment, which is the ACT's response to the Strategy.  

PWD ACT makes Budget pitch for an accessible Canberra  

PWD ACT has lodged its budget submission for 2016/17 as part of the ACT Budget Community Consultation 
process.   

Our idea is for a key coordination point for the planning of disability access in Canberra that will identify 
areas of duplication and potential harmonization in work to plan, educate, promote, broker and regulate 
solutions for access and ensure that these areas work together.  

This Access Taskforce will provide strategic advice to the ACT Government on priorities for creating a more 
accessible and sustainable Canberra to cater to the needs of people with disability and older Canberrans. A 
key focus will be transport especially ride sourcing.  It will harmonise and coordinate a number of currently 
disjointed initiatives to improve access in Canberra.   

The Territory needs accessible transport and infrastructure to support priorities under the National Disability 
Strategy as well as Involve - Canberra's Disability Commitment which is the ACT's response to the Strategy. 
Access will also be important in enabling people with disability to realise the potential of the National 
Disability Insurance Scheme as it rolls out in the ACT trial site. 

The submission highlights that many people acquire disability as they age and the main factor in needing 
better access and inclusion is getting older. That’s especially the case for the ACT, whose proportion of 
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people aged 65 years and older is growing faster than the rest of Australia – 3.6% of the population in the 
ACT compared to 2.9% of the population across Australia. 

An accessible Canberra aligns to a number of the Governments strategic budget priorities, including 
Enhancing Liveability and Social Inclusion, Suburban Renewal and Better Transport, and Health and 
Education investment. It supports successful infrastructure development in Canberra. The access features of 
our city, including within the National Capital Precinct but also into the city, should be regarded as an 
infrastructure asset for Canberra.   

The submission highlights priorities and issues raised through PWD ACT’s access campaign initiative which 
included consultations via an online survey, social media forum, discussions with members and a member 
forum at the ACT Legislative Assembly on 23 October 2015. 

An overview of the submission can be found here and an MS Word version of the whole submission can 
found here.  

Please see the full link for hard copy readers http://www.budgetconsultation.act.gov.au/input-received 

 Uber – PWD ACT Voices Concerns 

On 30 October 2015, the ACT Government enacted a law to legalise and regulate what are called ride sharing 

services. These are services which use mobile phone apps and digital technologies to link people wanting rides 

with people nearby who are willing to take them for a payment. ‘Uber’ is the most well-known of these services 

but there are others such as ‘Go Catch’ and ‘On Tap’. 

In common with many people in the community sector, PWD ACT was dissatisfied with the ACT Government’s 

handling of this matter. The Government hastily announced that these ride share services would operate legally in 

Canberra under an interim framework from 30 October. PWD ACT had little scope to influence this interim 

framework though we are told we will have ample opportunity to influence the final framework. In this 

circumstance, we have real concerns about the robustness of the laws regulating these services and the 

protections for vulnerable users such as people with disabilities. We are assured that ride share drivers will be 

subject to the same character and police checks as other taxi drivers. 

The issue for people with disabilities is that we have fought long and hard to get the WATS service to its current 

level. A WATS service requires that WATS taxis are economically viable. The WATS service is currently under 

economic stress as evidenced by the handing in of 7 of the 26 WATS licenses last year. The evidence in other 

States like Victoria, where ride share arrangements have operated illegally but for longer, is that WATS taxi 

numbers have declined and wait times have increased. We need your help. We need you to tell us of your 

experiences, good and bad with Uber and other ride share services. We also need you to tell us if you find any 

decline in the level of service you get from WATS or from ordinary taxis. 

PWD ACT does not oppose Uber and other ride sharing services. We want a strong regulatory framework and 

Government action to address any reduction in service from WATS or difficulties experienced with the normal taxi 

service. PWD ACT supports the call in the Canberra Times Editorial of 2 November 2015 for Mr Barr to slow down 

on Uber http://www.canberratimes.com.au/comment/ct-editorial/uber-fair-wind-or-foul-20151030-gkmxt9.html 

Finally, our experience with the way in which the introduction of legal ride share arrangements has been handled 

illustrates clearly the need for the ACT Government to have a coordinated approach to access issues for people 

with disabilities of the type which PWD ACT advocates in our 2016-2017 Budget submission.  

To share your thoughts and Experiences about ride sharing services please email us at pwdact@shout.org.au or 

via our Facebook page. 

 

 

http://www.budgetconsultation.act.gov.au/input-received/2015/69.-people-with-disabilities
http://www.budgetconsultation.act.gov.au/__data/assets/word_doc/0008/787706/69.-People-with-Disabilities-ACT-Budget-Consultation-Submission.doc
http://www.budgetconsultation.act.gov.au/input-received
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/comment/ct-editorial/uber-fair-wind-or-foul-20151030-gkmxt9.html
mailto:pwdact@shout.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/pages/People-With-Disabilities-ACT/526202744076381
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Canberra Times Supplement  

PWD ACT is working with Community Services Directorate to coordinate this year’s International Day of 
People with Disability advertorial supplement for the Canberra Times. Our Project Manager Craig Wallace is 
working on this.  

The Supplement is a good way to let people know about your goods and services in the ACT as a launch site 
for the NDIS.  We invite our organisational members to advertise in the Canberra Times Supplement.  
Advertising must be booked by the 11 November 2015 with Khurram Hayat at Canberra Times on 6280 
2417. 

The Supplement will be published in the Canberra Times on Monday 30 November 2015. 

For more information contact Craig Wallace Project Manager at PWD ACT at craig@shout.org.au or  
6286 4223. 

 
2015 International Day of People with Disability (IDPwD)  

The IDPwD is celebrated globally on 3 December. 

This year the United Nations theme is, ‘Inclusion matters: Access and empowerment for people of all 
abilities’. 

Australia’s Patron for 2015 International Day of People with Disability is Mr John Walsh AM. Mr Walsh has 
lived with quadriplegia since being injured playing rugby league at university and is a dedicated disability 
rights enthusiast who has been instrumental in establishing the National Disability Insurance Scheme. 

 “Being Patron provides me with an opportunity to engage with the public about the importance of 
independence and participation for Australians of all abilities.” 

Organise and Register Your Event 

Join in the celebration this year by organising an event. Organisers who register their IDPwD events before 
18 November 2015 will receive promotional packs for their celebrations. 

Register your event online, or call 1800 440 385 for more information. TTY users can phone 1800 555 677 
and ask for 1800 440 385.  

Follow  IDPwD 2015 on Twitter and Facebook to keep up to date with the latest on IDPwD events. 

Events open to the public will be displayed in the Community event calendar. People who register their 
events can also choose to receive free promotional products to make their celebrations as colourful as 
possible. 

National Disability Awards 
The Awards aim to honour and recognise the outstanding achievements of individuals and organisations that 
have improved the lives of people with disability and thereby contributed to increased recognition of 
equality and human rights for all Australians. This year, 2015, the awards ceremony will be held at 
Parliament House in Canberra on Wednesday 25 November. 

ACT Chief Ministers Inclusion Awards 
The Inclusion Awards acknowledge the outstanding achievements of business, organisations and individuals, 
who have clearly demonstrated their commitment to encourage, welcome and support people with a 
disability in their workplace, business and community.  

The gala Inclusion Awards ceremony will be held on Friday 27 November 2015. 

For more information and to purchase tickets contact BDW Special Events on 6195 0831 
or chris@bdwspecialevents.com.au 

 

 

 

mailto:craig@shout.org.au
http://www.idpwd.com.au/3-december/event-registration/
https://twitter.com/idpwd
https://www.facebook.com/idpwd
http://www.idpwd.com.au/3-december/calendar/
mailto:chris@bdwspecialevents.com.au


 

 

6 

My Vote for Housing Campaign Launched 

ACTCOSS and ACT Shelter have launched a campaign to make housing and homelessness the centre of the 
ACT election. The focus on housing comes out of member engagement work and is designed to disrupt 
complacency and a lack of focus on poverty and social inclusion issues in the lead up the election due a year 
from Saturday.   

At the centre of the campaign is a new online platform which supports Canberra voters to make housing the 
heart of the ACT Election.   

The platform highlights that Canberra has some of the highest private rents, growing demand for 
homelessness services as well as pockets of deep housing stress and poverty. It aims to challenge voter 
assumptions about affluence in Canberra and reveal to ACT Election candidates some uncomfortable home 
truths about the level of housing stress, homelessness and housing poverty. It provides clear information on 
what commitments are sought from all candidates.  

Above all it will invite Canberra voters to put housing at the heart of the election and make their vote count 
for housing through online campaigning and initiating grassroots discussions with their local candidates.  

The housing campaign website will be www.myvoteforhousing.com.au and the shortened url will 
be http://tinyurl.com/ozmedvf  

The hashtag is #MyVoteForHousing and you can also engage via a Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/myvoteforhousing   

The campaign website is funded by a bequest from CHC Affordable Housing as a tribute to the late Ken 
Horsham. 

NDIS  

 

NDIS Tip Sheet 
This Tip sheet was provided by Women With Disabilities ACT.   

 Tell the NDIS who you really are, including what you like and what you don’t like. Do this in a way that is 

comfortable for you and don’t be afraid to use multi-media methods, like photos, tables and videos. For 

example, “I do not like to be referred to as a disabled person but I do like the term person with a 

disability or chronic condition.” 

 If you don’t feel comfortable with something or think that your needs aren’t being met when you 

have a completed plan, say something. There are many ways you can say something, from an 

independent NDIA review to getting assistance from the Human Rights Commission. 

 Listen to Fiona May’s ‘Making the most of the NDIS’ presentation 

http://www.adacas.org.au/disability-advocacy-and-advocacy-for-their-carers/ndis-and-advocacy-

2013-a-conference-presentation. 

 Join the Facebook group NDIS Grassroots Discussion at 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/239631286154106/. This group has lots of handy information 

that will help you to navigate the NDIS 

 Get help from an advocate. For example, Aged, Disability and Carers Advocacy Service 

www.adacas.org.au, Advocacy for Inclusion www.advocacyforinclusion.org  or an independent 

advocate. 

 Take someone you know into all your meetings with the Plan Support Coordinator. It is very 

beneficial to have a fresh pair of eyes to help you look at what you are potentially receiving or not 

receiving, even if you think you can handle it all by yourself.  

http://www.myvoteforhousing.com.au/
http://tinyurl.com/ozmedvf
https://www.facebook.com/myvoteforhousing
http://www.adacas.org.au/disability-advocacy-and-advocacy-for-their-carers/ndis-and-advocacy-2013-a-conference-presentation
http://www.adacas.org.au/disability-advocacy-and-advocacy-for-their-carers/ndis-and-advocacy-2013-a-conference-presentation
https://www.facebook.com/groups/239631286154106/
http://www.adacas.org.au/
http://www.advocacyforinclusion.org/
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 Ask questions! If you don't understand something, ask your Plan Support Coordinator to explain. 

Do not think you are being a hassle; they are paid to assist you in this person centred scheme. 

 Collect as much evidence to support what you are asking for before your first meeting with the 

NDIA. For example, include a letter from your GP/specialist stating that you attend a gym a s your 

physical therapy if you have a physical disability. Note: these tips have been developed through the 

generous contribution of 2 women with disabilities in the ACT. 

Two additional tips from PWD ACT  

 Before going into your planning session make a complete list of everything you need and use 
because of your disability. Including equipment, transport, therapy and services. Take this list into 
the meeting to help you develop your NDIS Plan. 

 You might want to ask to have you planning meeting in your home - so you can remember the 

things you need & use in your dally life. 

NDIS Workshop 

Royal Society for the Blind Canberra Royal Society for the Blind Canberra will present a NDIS 
Workshop, complete with accessible materials to explain the NDIS and all its stages.  

Date: Wednesday 4 November 2015 at 6pm until 7.30pm  
Venue Address: Griffin Centre 20 Genge Street Canberra City  

Contact phone: (02) 6247 4580 Web: http://www.rsb.org.au  
Email: janelle.blick@rsb.org.au  

NDIS Workshops 
Fiona May, the CEO of ADACAS and Jan Kruger, the Director of Imagine More will co-facilitate a series of 
workshops in November to support individuals and families to prepare for the NDIS. 

When: 4 consecutive Mondays 1pm-5pm 
Commencing:  Monday 9 November  
Concluding:  Monday 30 November 
 Location: Mental Health Community Coalition, Level 1 Griffin Centre, 20 Genge Street Canberra City 

Places are limited 
Register your interest by Calling 02 6242 5060 or SMS 0423 624 932 or email adacas@adacas.org.au 

Community Conversations - Drop In Support 
Date: 13 November 2015 from 10am to 12:30pm 

Venue: Gunghahlin Library, Corner of Hibberson and Gozzard streets 

You don’t need to book in for these sessions; you can simply drop in to discuss, research, browse the variety 
of community information resources available at the CONTACT office. 

The CONTACT staff will be available to assist you with accessing community resources on their website. 

The NDIA staff will assist you with your questions and queries related to your planning pathways.  

For more information please contact Lauren at Contact Canberra on lauren@vc-act.org.au or call 6257 1687 

Mental Health and NDIS Transition Forum 
This is the second in a series of forums held every six week aimed at helping facilitate the best 
possible transition to the NDIS for all those in the mental health sector in the ACT. 

Share your learnings, hear from those on the frontline, be part of a robust discussion of the issues. 
This is a collaborative initiative of the Mental Health Community Coalition of the ACT, the National  

http://www.rsb.org.au/
mailto:janelle.blick@rsb.org.au
mailto:adacas@adacas.org.au
mailto:lauren@vc-act.org.au
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Disability Insurance Agency and the ACT Government, in consultation with Carers ACT and the ACT 
Mental Health Consumer Network. 

When:     Wednesday 18 November from 9.30 to 11.30am 
Where:    Room 6, Level 1 Griffin Centre, 20 Genge St, Canberra City 
For further information, please contact Leith Felton-Taylor on 02 6249 7756 

Supported Decision Making App  
Advocacy for Inclusion has developed this App, specifically built for people with disabilities, is designed to 
assist people to make their own decisions and control their own lives. 

The Supported Decision Making App takes you through each step of the decision making process, from 
everyday decisions to life changing decisions so you become confident in making your own decisions. 

This App has been created to be in Plain English and can be enhanced with your iPads accessibility features. 

Download it here: https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/supported-decision-making/id1017571627?ls=1&mt=8  
 

New World Conference: Disability in the 21st Century 
The NDIS New World Conference: Disability in the 21stCentury was a ground-breaking international 
conference with over 1500 delegates attending. Held at the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre, the 
conference ran from October 27 to 29.  The conference featured people with disability, technology providers 
and services.   

The conference is being hosted by the National Disability Insurance Agency and aims to promote cross-
sector, industry and community collaboration to improve outcomes for people with disabilities.   

NDIA chairman Bruce Bonyhady told the conference it was “an exciting time to be an Australian with a 
disability” as governments and the sector looked to do things differently. 

“When fully rolled out, the NDIS will invest $1 billion a year in technological supports and devices,” Mr 
Bonyhady said. 

Below is a short video filled with conference highlights including presentations from IBM, Microsoft and 
digital dreamers. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_wsJKCuEdhs  

 
Things You Can Do! 

 

Have your Say on Light Rail 

The ACT Government has released the draft of its Light Rail Network plan which shows future stages of light 
rail for Canberra.   

Light Rail Network Consultation Dates:  26 October → 11 December 2015 

Take the Light Rail Network Survey  

More information at www.haveyoursay.planning.act.gov.au 

White Flower Memorial mourns victims of disability violence 

In the wake of the Senate Inquiry into Violence, Abuse and Neglect against People with Disability in 
Institutional Settings and ongoing revelations about the numbers of people with disability who are daily 
abused, neglected and in some cases murdered in Australia, the Australian Cross Disability Alliance will mark 
White Ribbon Day with an event for and by people with disability – The White Flower Memorial. 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/supported-decision-making/id1017571627?ls=1&mt=8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_wsJKCuEdhs
http://haveyoursay.planning.act.gov.au/Light-rail-network?tool=survey_tool&tool_id=light-rail-network-survey#tool_tab
http://www.haveyoursay.planning.act.gov.au/
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November 25 marks White Ribbon Day – Australia’s campaign to stop violence against women, and the 
United Nations’ International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women.  

The PWDA Board, people with disability, families and supporters will come together to lay white flowers at a 
central location in Sydney in a national moment of remembrance and mourning for those who have lost 
their lives in institutional settings, those who have experienced violence, abuse and neglect and for those 
who have never been publicly mourned.  

People with disability and allies from around Australia will be able to participate via a social media campaign 
and by placing their white flower at a location of their choice and photographing it with the hashtag 
#WhiteFlowerMemorial 

Find out more https://www.facebook.com/WhiteFlowerMemorial/ 

Self-Directed Care 

 What does Self Directed Care mean for people living in poverty in the ACT?  

 Having trouble with all the changes happening in the sector around funding?  

 Need some assistance to navigate the world of NDIS and My Aged Care?  

Canberra Living Conditions Network will be hosting a panel of speakers with representatives from NDIA, RAS 
Assessors, ACTCOSS, COTA, MI Fellowship and Commonwealth Home Support Program (CHSP). The 
panellists will talk about their perspectives as providers or advocates, outline the different processes and 
look at how to apply them to the varied and unique situations that will arise for people living in extreme 
poverty in the ACT.  

Audience members will have the opportunity to raise their questions and concerns with those who advocate 
and those who are implementing policy.  

Date: Wednesday, 11 November, 2-4pm 
Venue: Ainslie Village Dining Room, Quick St, Campbell 
Light refreshments will be provided.  
RSVP by Monday 9 November by email: cate.hale@wcs.org.au  

Cooking Circles Hosts 

Cooking Circles is a community project auspiced by YWCA Canberra. The project uses food, cooking and 
story-telling to connect women, build leadership and self-confidence, and ultimately strengthen 
communities of women. 

Running weekly lunches at the Currie Crescent Community Centre on Wednesdays; and dinners of a 
weeknight once a month, the project is currently looking for HOSTS to lead the cooking sessions by sharing a 
recipe they love with other women. 

These are all women groups, and sizes range from 6 at in-home dinners to about 16-20 at community centre 
lunches. Women of all backgrounds and ages are encouraged to host. 

Women are also invited to JOIN as a participant, where they will be active in the kitchen, learning a new 
recipe each time, and joining the welcoming buzz of a Cooking Circle. 

For more information about the project checkout www.cookingcircles or email Heidi on 
cookingcirclescbr@gmail.com 

 

Information Page 

 

ACT Community Directory 

Yvette Berry MLA, Minister for Community Services launched Volunteering and Contact ACT’s new ACT 
Community Directory on Tuesday 27 October 2015. 

https://www.facebook.com/WhiteFlowerMemorial/
mailto:cate.hale@wcs.org.au
http://www.cookingcircles/
mailto:cookingcirclescbr@gmail.com
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The ACT Community Directory is an easy-to-use, online portal for sharing reliable, accessible and relevant 
community information on services in the Canberra Region. 

The Directory will help people find what they are looking for. 

The ACT Community Directory hosts information on 2314 services that are being delivered out of 1989 
locations by 1474 organisations. Since going live on 12 October 2015, there has already been over 40 000 
searches for services.  

If you are interested in listing on the ACT Community Directory or are looking for services go to https://vc-
act.mycommunitydirectory.com.au or call Lauren on 62571687.  

Christmas Lights in the City 

The SIDS and Kids ACT Will Open on Friday the 27 November has started in Canberra’s CBD. With this year’s 
event to feature a tunnel of lights along City Walk as well as the refurbished 22 meter Canberra Christmas 
tree. Attempting to break the Guinness World Records title for the most lights on an artificial Christmas tree. 

Upcoming Community Activities & Events

 

Rough Diamonds Social Group 
Rough Diamonds is a social group open to all for times of connection, and conversation.  

Garden Day:  Wednesday 4 November 2015  
Christmas Craft:  Wednesday 18 November 2015  

Cost: $5 which includes morning tea. 
Venue/Address:  NationsHeart Christian Community, 27 Rae Street, Belconnen  

Phone: 6253 1672 or office@nationsheart.org.au or call Jeanette on 0478 539 173 

West Belconnen Seniors Expo 
Date: Thursday 5 November at 10am to 1pm 

Address: Kippax Fair Shopping Centre, Halt ACT 
Find out what’s available for seniors in West Belconnen  
Grab a delicious free snack  

More information: http://www.belconnen.org.au/whatson.htm  

Chronic Conditions Seminar Series 2015 

FREE Talk: “Depression” 
Presenter: Julia Reynolds, Clinical Services Manager National Institute for Mental Health Research, ANU 

Date:  7pm » Thursday 19 November 2015 
Venue:  SHOUT, Pearce Community Centre, Building 1, Room 22 

For more information please call the SHOUT office on 6290 1984 or Visit: www.actcca.org.au 

Women of Canberra: Photographic Exhibition 

A photographic exhibition in celebration of the Women’s Centre for Health Matters 25th birthday  

Date: Tuesday 17 November to Saturday 5 December 2015 
Opening hours: 10am-7pm Monday to Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm 
Venue: Tuggeranong Arts Centre 137 Reed St, Greenway ACT 
For more information contact WCHM on 02 6290 2166 or admin@wchm.org.au 

https://vc-act.mycommunitydirectory.com.au/
https://vc-act.mycommunitydirectory.com.au/
http://www.nationsheart.com.au/contacts.html
mailto:office@nationsheart.org.au
http://www.belconnen.org.au/whatson.htm
http://www.actcca.org.au/
mailto:admin@wchm.org.au
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Attention Wheelies ~ Air Pistol come’n’try day 
Looking for a sport (& sporting club) that genuinely caters for Wheelies. 

The ACT Sporting Shooters Pistol Club (SSPC) are hosting an Air Pistol come’n’try day for Wheelies, people with 
disabilities & their families at their Majura Park air shed range on 

Saturday 21st November 2015 @ 11:30am www.sspcact.org.au 

Check your accuracy shooting an air pistol over 10 metres. 

Air Pistol shooting is a Paralympic sport. You could be a future Paralympian? 

Other pistols – centre fire and rim fire – will be on display. 

SSPC is putting on a yummy BBQ, so bring your appetite. 

SSPCs Majura Park air shed range is air-conditioned, has plenty of parking and accessible facilities. 

The range is located at Hector McIntosh Grove, Majura (off Majura Road near Federal Hwy). 

Interested? Contact Trevor Robinson on 0408 935956 or twjorobinson@gmail.com 

Please RSVP for catering. If you need a lift and can transfer, let Trevor know when you RSVP. 

Seniors' Concert 'SUMMER HOLIDAY' 
The Rotary Club of Canberra is holding a Seniors' Concert 'SUMMER HOLIDAY', by Sing Australia  

Date:  Sunday 29 November from 2pm to 4pm (seating by 1.50 pm)   
Venue: Albert Hall 

A lovely afternoon tea is included.  Transport can be arranged for those with mobility issues.   

Call COTA ACT for bookings, on 6282 3777. 

I-Day event at Belconnen Arts Centre 
Date: Sunday 29 November at 2:00pm 

Address: 118 Emu Bank, Belconnen 

Celebrating 2015 I-Day with mixed ability dance, music and dramatic performances, plus the opening of the 
Hidden Faces exhibition.  

This event showcases art inspired and informed by lived experience of disability, demonstrates the value of 
inclusion and explores what it means to live in a society that values difference and celebrates diversity.  
Cost » Free Access info Event info 

Celebrating International Day of People with Disability 

Date:  Thursday 3December 2015 at 10am to 1pm 
Venue/address: National Museum of Australia Lawson Crescent, Acton Peninsula State 
Fantastic day for school children of all ages and abilities.Enjoy exploring the objects and stories of the 
Museum and our not-to-be-missed new exhibition ‘Encounters’featuring rare Aboriginal and Torres Straight 
Island objects from the British Museum’s collection. There will be music making, dance performances,craft 
activities, story telling, a barbeque and lots of fun for everyone. 

Red Energy Cooma Festival in November 

The main events include: 

 Australian National Busking Championships November 6-7 2015 

 Snowy Ride November 7 2015 

 Cooma Motorfest November 7 2015 

 Music in the Park November 8 & 22  2015 Bredbo Sheep Dog Trials November 13 & 15 2015 

 Bredbo CWA Village Markets November 22 2015 

 Snowy Mountains 1000 November 28 2015 

 Mt Gladstone Hill Climb November 29 2015  

More information at: cooma-festival-in-november/ 

http://www.sspcact.org.au/
mailto:twjorobinson@gmail.com
http://belconnenartscentre.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a34575c9cbdc8e3c854d2f853&id=5ca8f2a35e&e=e5b11caca8
http://belconnenartscentre.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a34575c9cbdc8e3c854d2f853&id=aae8da5373&e=e5b11caca8
http://www.coomaexpress.com.au/story/3448383/the-red-energy-cooma-festival-in-november/
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PWD ACT’s Organisational Members 

Organisation: 
 

Website: 
 

Email: 
 

Phone: 
 

Achilles Running Club –    

Canberra 

www.achilles-
sydney.org.au/canberra 

 

pmralston@netspeed.com.au 
 

0414 831 
649 

ACT Deafness Resource Centre www.actdrc.org.au enquiries@actdrc.org.au 6287 4393 

ACT Down Syndrome 

Association 
http://actdsa.org.au/ 

 admindsa@actdsa.asn.au 
6290 0656 
 

ACT Mental Health Consumer 
Network 

www.actmhcn.org.au eo@actmhcn.org.au 6230 5796 

ACT Muscular Dystrophy Ass.  actmda@hotmail.com 6296 4006 

Advance Personnel www.advance.org.au 

 

www.advance.org.au/contact-us 6285 2466 

Advocacy for Inclusion www.advocacyforinclusio
n.org 

 

info@advocacyfoinclusion.org 6257 4005 

Belconnen Arts Centre www.belconnenartscentre.c
om.au 

 

info@belconnenartscentre.com.au 6173 3300 

Better Hearing Australia canberra.betterhearingaustr
alia.org.au/node/7 

 

Canberra@betterhearing.org.au 
bhacanberra@gmail.com 
 

6251 4713 

Blind Citizens of Australia 
Canberra ACT Branch 

www.bca.org.au koala@areujoking.com 
 

6254 7326 

Capital Community Housing www.capitalcommunityh

ousing.org.au 
 

admin@capitalcommunityhousing.or
g.au 
 

6287 4344 

Catholic Care  
Canberra & Goulburn 

www.catholiccare.cg.org.au 

 
info@catholiccare.cg.org.au 6295 4300 

CarePlus Services www.careplusservices.co
m.au 

admin@careplusservices.com 6292 9926 

Communities@Work www.commsatwork.org admin@commsatwork.org 6293 6500 

Darryl’s Den Inc www.darrylsden.org 
 

contact@darrylsden.org 0400 597 
026 

DUO Services Australia www.duo.org.au 
 

admin@duo.org.au 6287 2870 
6126 9300 

Ethnic Disability ACT  www.ethnicdisabilityact.
weebly.com 

ethnicdisabilityact@gmail.com 6255 2671 

Friends of Brain Injured 

Children ACT 

www.fbic.org.au fbicact@shout.org.au 6290 1984 

Hartley Lifecare www.hartley.org.au enquires@hartley.org.au 
 

6282 4411 

Health Care Consumers  www.hcca.org.au hcc@hcca.org.au 
 

6230 7800 

House with No Steps www.hwns.com.au Kflanagan@hwns.com.au 4221 0391 

Just Better Care www.justbettercare.com mailct@justbettercare.com 6280 4070 

Koomarri www.koomarri.asn.au reception@koomarri.asn.au 6280 6143   

National Gallery Of Australia www.nga.gov.au/Home eventbookings@nga.gov.au 6240 6504 

QuestCare www.questcare.com.au disabilitysupport@questsolutions.com.
au 

6253 4314 

Rough Diamonds www.nationsheart.org.au jeanettemorris@netspeed.com.au 0478 539 
173 

Sharing Places www.sharingplaces.com.au 
 

admin@sharingplaces.com.au 6290 1964 

http://www.achilles-sydney.org.au/canberra
http://www.achilles-sydney.org.au/canberra
mailto:pmralston@netspeed.com.au
http://www.actdrc.org.au/
mailto:enquiries@actdrc.org.au
http://actdsa.org.au/
javascript:void(0)
http://www.actmhcn.org.au/
http://www.advance.org.au/
http://www.advocacyforinclusion.org/
http://www.advocacyforinclusion.org/
mailto:info@advocacyfoinclusion.org
http://www.belconnenartscentre.com.au/
http://www.belconnenartscentre.com.au/
http://canberra.betterhearingaustralia.org.au/node/7
http://canberra.betterhearingaustralia.org.au/node/7
mailto:Canberra@betterhearing.org.au
mailto:bhacanberra@gmail.com
http://www.bca.org.au/
mailto:koala@areujoking.com
http://www.capitalcommunityhousing.org.au/
http://www.capitalcommunityhousing.org.au/
mailto:admin@capitalcommunityhousing.org.au
mailto:admin@capitalcommunityhousing.org.au
http://www.catholiccare.cg.org.au/
mailto:info@catholiccare.cg.org.au
http://www.careplusservices.com.au/
http://www.careplusservices.com.au/
http://www.commsatwork.org/
mailto:admin@commsatwork.org
http://www.darrylsden.org/
http://www.duo.org.au/
mailto:admin@duo.org.au
http://www.ethnicdisabilityact.weebly.com/
http://www.ethnicdisabilityact.weebly.com/
http://www.fbic.org.au/
mailto:fbicact@shout.org.au
http://www.hartley.org.au/
mailto:enquires@hartley.org.au
http://www.hcca.org.au/
mailto:hcc@hcca.org.au
http://www.hwns.com.au/
mailto:Kflanagan@hwns.com.au
http://www.justbettercare.com/
mailto:mailct@justbettercare.com
http://www.koomarri.asn.au/
mailto:reception@koomarri.asn.au
http://www.nga.gov.au/Home
mailto:eventbookings@nga.gov.au
http://www.questcare.com.au/
mailto:disabilitysupport@questsolutions.com.au
mailto:disabilitysupport@questsolutions.com.au
http://www.nationsheart.org.au/
mailto:jeanettemorris@netspeed.com.au
http://www.sharingplaces.com.au/
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Organisation: 
 

Website: 
 

Email: 
 

Phone: 
 

Organisation: 

 

Website: 

 

Email: 

 

Phone: 

Southside Community 
Services 

www.sscs.org.au 

 

admin@sscs.org.au 6126 4700 

Special Olympics ACT www.specialolympics.com.au soactadmin@specialolympics.com.au 
 

0467 761 
 580 

Woden Community Service www.wcs.org.au 

 

wcsadmin@wcs.org.au 6282 2644 

Women With Disabilities ACT 

Matters 

www.wchm.org.au/wwdact wwdact@wchm.org.au 6290 2166 

 

PWD ACT MEMBERSHIP 

Individual Membership with Disability: Free 

Organisational Membership: $20 per year 

Benefits of PWD ACT Membership Include: 

 Monthly newsletter 

 Policy consultation on key issues 

 Representative opportunities 

 Connection with local and national networks 

 Participate in our decision making 

Link to Membership Form: 

www.pwdact.org.au/index.php/membership.html 

 

 
PWD ACT CONTACT DETAILS 

POSTAL ADDRESS:  PO Box 717, Mawson ACT 2607  

OFFICE LOCATION:  Building 1, Pearce Centre, Collett Place, Pearce  

Website:             www.pwdact.org.au 

Phone:  02 6286 4223 | Fax: 02 6286 4475 

Email: Robert at: pwdact@shout.org.au or  

 Maida at: pwdadmin@shout.org.au 

     

http://www.sscs.org.au/
mailto:admin@sscs.org.au
mailto:soactadmin@specialolympics.com.au
http://www.wcs.org.au/
http://www.wchm.org.au/
http://www.pwdact.org.au/index.php/membership.html
http://www.pwdact.org.au/
mailto:pwdact@shout.org.au
mailto:pwdadmin@shout.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/pages/People-With-Disabilities-ACT/526202744076381
https://twitter.com/PWDACT2
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PWD ACT NEWSLETTER 
 

 “For people with disabilities, 

 

 
by people with disabilities.”  

 

PWD ACT’s newsletter is an easily read, compact and timely way of keeping members and supporters 
informed about our advocacy work, issues and coming events. We strongly encourage people with 
disabilities to send feedback on systemic advocacy issues directly to us on the above contacts. Please send us 
an email if you would like to receive your PWD ACT newsletter ‘Out & about with Ability’ electronically, as 
this will save our environment. 

This newsletter is provided with the assistance of the ACT Government 
through Community Service Directorate. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PWD ACT is a member of the Self Help Organisations United Together 

 


