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Executive Officer’s Desk 

May has been another busy month. 

The NDIS continues to generate interest and media attention. PWD ACT was asked to contribute to an 
article in the Canberra Times of Sunday 24 May on the implementation of the NDIS in Canberra. In the 
article I commented that 

"Some participants are getting better outcomes than others, and that is directly attributable to the quality 
of planning and quality of advocacy they get. If you don't know what's there you can't get it."  

You can read the full Canberra Times article at: www.canberratimes.com.au/act-news/disability-advocates-
call-for-funds-to-explain-ndis-20150523-gh5rno.html 

PWD ACT also contributes to the Disability ACT NDIS Sector Develop Working Group which meets each 
month. I attended this month’s meeting and was interested to learn of the efforts of other organisations to 
get information about the NDIS to specific groups especially to the indigenous community and people from 
culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds. 

PWD ACT also joined with SHOUT ad Friends of Brain Injured Children on a table at the Control and Choice 
Expo on 21 May. We also included on our table information from Ethnic Disability ACT, one of our member 
organisations, and information from Emergency Services ACT on preparing for natural disasters. We had 
previously contacted Emergency Services ACT to advocate successfully for this public information to be 
available in Easy English and Braille formats. 

Also, this month, PWD ACT provided comment on two documents prepared by ACTCOSS. These related to 
social determinants of health and the ACT Government’s equality and social inclusion agenda. In both 
cases, our comments sought the inclusion of specific references to people with disabilities and their needs.  

In addition, an engineering company undertaking road works in Gungahlin sought our comments on the 
temporary relocation of a disability parking space. 

In the coming month PWD ACT will be preparing submissions to the Review of the Disability Discrimination 
Act Standards for Access to Premises and for the ACT Government’s Review of the Taxi Industry.  

These reviews are explained in separate items in this Newsletter. If you have any comments on taxi services 
or access to premises please contact us at the office by email pwdact@shout.org.au 
 
We are seeking new Committee members, people with disabilities who have skills in governance finance 
and management and who are interested in contributing these skills to help our two part time staff provide 
systemic advocacy and information for people with disabilities. The commitment required is attendance at 
Board meetings once every 6 weeks for 2 hours, preparation for these meetings and support for staff 
between meetings. You can learn about our activities by visiting our website www. pwdact.org.au 

If you are interested in helping us as a Board member contact me on 0423 931 753 (m) or email 
pwdact@shout.org.au 

Robert Altamore OAM CM | Executive Office 

 

Sue Salthouse Appointed to PM’s Advisory Panel 

PWD ACT congratulates Sue Salthouse’s appointment to the Prime Minister’s Advisory Panel to 
reduce violence against women. The panel was established by Prime Minister Tony Abbott in 
January 2015 as part of the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) agenda to address ending 
violence against women.  

As the Chief Minister said in announcing Sue’s appointment: 

’Ms Salthouse will make an excellent contribution to the panel through her extensive experience in 
advocacy and leadership roles in women’s services and the disability sector.’ 

http://www.canberratimes.com.au/act-news/disability-advocates-call-for-funds-to-explain-ndis-20150523-gh5rno.html
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/act-news/disability-advocates-call-for-funds-to-explain-ndis-20150523-gh5rno.html
mailto:pwdact@shout.org.au
mailto:pwdact@shout.org.au
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‘Ms Salthouse has been a strong voice for women and for the disadvantaged in our community for 
many years and it is wonderful that she will be able to use her knowledge to support national 
action on domestic violence.’ 

Women with disabilities are disproportionately affected by both domestic violence and by the lack 
of access to mainstream domestic violence services. PWD ACT welcomes Sue’s appointment, the 
opportunity it offers to address these issues and improve services for all people with disabilities 
who are affected by domestic violence. 

Congratulations Jeanette Morris 

PWD ACT congratulates Jeanette Morris on her recognition at the 2015 ACT Volunteer of the 
Year Awards for her outstanding service for people with special needs. 

Jeanette founded Rough Diamonds over 20 years ago and her tireless energy continues to sustain 
this very worthwhile activity. Many PWD ACT members have attended Rough Diamonds a social 
group open to people with disability and the elderly. 

 

Have Your Say on Taxi Industry 

PWD ACT has had a longstanding interest in taxi services. In addition to our particular interest in 
wheelchair taxis, we regard the general taxi service as important for people with disabilities many of whom 
do not have driver’s licenses. Accordingly, we welcome the opportunity to contribute to the review of the 
ACT Taxi Industry which has just been announced by the ACT Government.  
This review focuses on how new technologies and business models can better serve the ACT.  
 
The Taxi Industry is evolving in the ACT, new technologies have already been introduced by taxi networks 
and there is potential for further innovation through digital technologies and business models. These 
include Smartphone applications to book and track taxis and hire cars, and on-demand transport services, 
such as ridesharing, which can provide passengers with additional transportation choices. 

The Minister, Shane Rattenbury, acknowledged the significance of developing technologies in the Taxi 
Industry.  

“Taxis, car -sharing and other demand-responsive transport options are also important for social equity, and 
are often relied on by those with special transport needs. To ensure that the industry best serves these users 
we will undertake a sample survey as part of the community consultation process,” said the Minister. 

The discussion paper is now available at www.timetotalk.act.gov.au for consultation open to 29 June 2015. 

For additional information go to: www.cmd.act.gov.au/policystrategic/regreform/2015-taxi-industry-
innovation-review/ 

Pparticipate in a brief survey which can be accessed on the Time to Talk website 

Submissions to be provided in witting by the 29 June 2015, either by post, email or facsimile. 
Postal Address: Project Officer, ACT Taxi Industry Innovation Review, ACT Government, GPO Box 158, 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 or Email: taxiinnovationreview@act.gov.au or Facsimile: (02) 6207 7160 

PWD ACT will be putting a submission to this review. We need your input for this submission. Please 
contact Robert or Maida at the office or email your comments to pwdact@shout.org.au 

Renewal of Woden Bus Interchange  

PWD ACT welcomes the news that a development application is to be submitted shortly for this project. 
This next stage of the renewal project will see $3.25 million in funding, announced in the 2014-15 Budget, 
invested into making the interchange more accessible and safer for commuters. The capital works will 
create an active link between the interchange and the businesses in Woden Town Square. The project will 
provide new pedestrian and bicycle connections to link Woden’s public spaces to commercial and 
community activity. 

http://www.timetotalk.act.gov.au/
http://www.cmd.act.gov.au/policystrategic/regreform/2015-taxi-industry-innovation-review/
http://www.cmd.act.gov.au/policystrategic/regreform/2015-taxi-industry-innovation-review/
http://www.timetotalk.act.gov.au/consultations/?engagement=have-your-say-on-the-taxi-industry-in-the-act
mailto:taxiinnovationreview@act.gov.au
mailto:pwdact@shout.org.au
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The upgrade includes the demolition of the western end of the interchange and construction of new steps 
and a public lift, with better natural light and improved facilities. The new lift will provide comfortable, safe, 
easy-to- use access, particularly for people with a disability, older people or those with prams and shopping 
trolleys. 

The new architecturally-designed stairs will also include a bicycle rail for easy and convenient access for 
cyclists to transport their bikes up and down the stairs, and the old toilets at the base of the existing stairs 
will be removed with modern, automatic self-cleaning Exeloo toilets constructed nearby on Bowes Street. 
The upgrade complements the work already done in the area around the interchange, including the 
demolition of the old police station. 

Members of the public will have the opportunity to comment by visiting the ACT Planning and Land 
Authority website at www.actpla.act.gov.au. 

Budget 2015 – Broad Overview 

The Federal Budget for 2015 was presented on 12 May. PWD ACT distributed the budget summary 
provided by PWD Australia to members shortly after that date. Here we make available a summary of the 
key budget announcements affecting people with disabilities as provided to us by the Australian Federation 
of Disability Organisations. 
 

NDIS 

 Commitment of $695 million for the NDIS for the next financial year to continue the trial sites and to 
prepare for the full rollout of the Scheme from July 2016 

 Facilitate early transition to the NDIS for young people in Penrith and the Blue Mountains.  
 

Disability Employment and ADEs 

 $17 billion for ‘business development opportunities to improve the accessibility of Australian Disability 
Enterprises’ to help them build organisational capacity to meet anticipated increased wage costs over 
time’. The Government notes that this ‘complements the development of a new productivity wage 
assessment tool’ which relates to the BSWAT.  

 $25 million over four years to start to shape Disability Employment towards a new model in 2018, this 
includes $9 million over three years to create the JobAccess gateway.  

 JobAccess  gateway – new online service centre for people with disability and employers, 
complemented by in work supports to help people develop appropriate skills and lead them to finding 
and keeping a job.  

 $2.2 million from 1 July 2015 over four years to allow young people with disability to receive up to six 
months of Disability Employment Service support while participating concurrently in state and territory 
post school employment transition to work programs 

 $14 million from 1 January 2016 over four years to allow eligible people with disability employed in 
ADEs to access the support of a DES provider for up to 2 years to secure open employment while 
employed in an ADE 

 New employment benchmark within DES framework for employment between 23-29 weeks. 
 

Education 

 $1.3 billion in 2015-16, and $5 billion over 2014-17 through the funding loading of students with 
disability. 

 Commonwealth funding will be informed by the National Consistent Collection of Data on School 
Students with Disability (NCCD) so that all students with disability are funded on the same basis, 
regardless of the state and territory in which they live.  

 

Welfare 

 Expected return of $3.5 billion to the Budget 

 $60 million to kick-start the Welfare Payment Infrastructure Transformation 

 $20 million over four years on an Investment Approach aimed at ‘creating a targeted and designed 
welfare system to assist people to move into work’. This will include identifying people at risk of 
welfare dependence, how people interact with the welfare system and characteristics of people 
currently receiving welfare 

http://www.actpla.act.gov.au/
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 Introduction of a ‘strong welfare cop on the beat’ with a focus on deterrence, investigation and 
prosecution to track down suspected welfare fraud and non compliance, with a target on high risk 
geographic hotspots, unexplained wealth, undeclared income and undisclosed changes of 
circumstances. Expected new savings of $1.5 billion from this initiative. 

For further information including information on broader employment initiatives and initiatives in aged 
care and vocational education, visit the AFDO website www.afdo.org.au 

 

Arts Access Australia Budget Response 

PWD ACT supports the call by Arts Access Australia to Senator George Brandis, Minister for the Arts, to 
reassure artists with disability that current and future programs aimed at ensuring the human right of 
people with disability to access the arts be protected, following shock arts funding cuts to the Australia 
Council for the Arts in the Federal Budget. These cuts represent a 13% reduction in the Australia Council’s 
annual funding from its current budget of $230 million.  

Arts Access Australia’s Co-CEO, Emma Bennison, is gravely concerned about the implications for artists with 
disability and arts and disability organisations she states: 

 “Since 2013, when it released its new Disability Action Plan, the Australia Council has demonstrated real 
and tangible commitment to recognising the contribution artists with disability and arts and disability 
organisations have to make to Australia. Programs like the Artists with Disability Funding Program which 
awards project and career development grants to artists with disability are already leading to increased 
visibility of work made by artists with disability.”  

“I am concerned that while the Ministry for the Arts has previously demonstrated some commitment to 
artists with disability through its support for the implementation of the National Arts and Disability 
Strategy, funding has been limited, and we have no information about the priorities or funding processes of 
the proposed new program. We are worried that the significant progress which has been made in recent 
years in the area of arts and disability might be jeopardised if the level of dedicated funding to individuals 
and organisations is impacted by these cuts.” 
   

Further inquiries to Emma Bennison, Co-CEO, Voice / Text: 0419 201 338  
Email: emma@artsaccessaustralia.org  

 

Every Australian Counts Housing Action Plan 
 

Housing for people with disability is in crisis. 
 

Over 650 people with disability, their families and carers shared their housing stories detailing the 
challenges they face with inadequate housing now and their fears for the future. 
 
They also shared their dreams, their hopes and their aspirations for appropriate housing that supports 
them to live their lives independently and to the full. Together they represent the voice of the disability 
community and a compelling case for action. 
 

PWD ACT supports this Action Plan and calls on the ACT Government to implement its strategies to 
provide accessible and affordable housing for people with disabilities. 
 

Click below for information about this Action Plan: www.everyaustraliancounts.com.au  

 

 

 

 

http://www.afdo.org.au/
mailto:emma@artsaccessaustralia.org
http://www.everyaustraliancounts.com.au/housing-plan/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=A%20place%20I%20can%20proudly%20call%20home&utm_


 6 

NDIS in ACT 

 

Jury Gives Verdict on NDIS 

PWD ACT welcomes the report of the Citizens’ Jury on the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS). 

The NDIS Citizens’ Jury Scorecard was an initiative of People with Disability Australia (PWDA) with whom 

PWD ACT has a Memorandum of Understanding to work together on advocacy issues for people with 

disabilities both in the ACT and at the National level. The report is a quality document.  

PWD ACT is considering a citizens jury on similar lines to gather evidence and report on the actual 

implementation of the NDIS in the ACT. 

The NDIS Citizens’ Jury Scorecard was handed over to representatives at the National Disability Insurance 

Agency (NDIA) head office in Geelong. The Agency has established a tracking system to make sure the 

recommendations arising from the Citizens’ Jury are responded to and reported back on in a regular way 

bases.  

The NDIA has committed to undertaking more citizens’ juries because they see significant value in this 

methodology and its ability to interrogate specific areas of the NDIS and contribute to improving the 

Scheme. 

You can download a PDF version of the Scorecard by clicking this link:   

http://pwd.org.au/documents/pdf/ndis_citizensJuryScorecard.pdf  

You can view a word version of the Scorecard by clicking this link:  

http://t.ymlp285.net/mmbesalaesjwuaiauseaxajww/click.php 
 

AFDO launches Disability Loop website 
 The Australian Federation of Disability Organisations (AFDO) has launched the Disability Loop website at 
www.disabilityloop.org.au 

Disability Loop aims to give people with disability and their families information about the National 
Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) that is up to date, easy to find and easy to use. Disability Loop project 
staff have been consulting broadly with the Australian disability advocacy sector about the NDIS. Disability 
Loop will provide a comprehensive report on the information needs of people with a disability and/or their 
families, and develop resources to meet identified needs. This may include printed and electronic 
resources. 

Disability Loop is different to the NDIS website because it is run by and for people with disability and their 
families. It also brings together information from lots of different websites, not just the NDIS. Disability 
Loop is a project run by AFDO and funded by the NDIS Sector Development Fund (SDF). 

Please direct all enquiries to AFDO CEO, Mr Matthew Wright on 0428 608 861. 

NDIS Transitioning Plan to September 2015  

 Transition 
Period 

Children 
(Age or Academic Year) 

Adults 
(Age and Date of Birth) 

Group Home Residents 
(Age of youngest person in 

home) 

2015 

Apr 

Primary school students (K-6) 

59 
(1 July 1954 - 30 June 1955) 

32 – 33 May 

Jun 

Jul 
56-58 

(1 July 1955 - 30 June 1958) 
34 - 36 Aug 

Sep 

http://pwd.org.au/documents/pdf/ndis_citizensJuryScorecard.pdf
http://t.ymlp285.net/mmbesalaesjwuaiauseaxajww/click.php
http://www.disabilityloop.org.au/
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Things You Can Do! 

 

Review of DDA Standards Access to Premises 

The DDA Standards for Access to Premises (May 2011) are being reviewed. The period for making 
submissions to this review closes on 15 June 2015. The Review Discussion Paper which includes the process 
for making a submission is at www.industry.gov.au/PremisesStandardsReview 

PWD ACT will be putting in a short submission. One of the issues we will raise is the difficulties caused by 
the May 2011 amendments to the layout of disability parking spaces. If you would like PWD ACT to include 
any other matters in our submission please contact us at the office or by email pwdact@shout.org.au 
 

Inaugural NDIA Cultural Mapping Project 

The National Disability Insurance Agency is undertaking its inaugural Cultural Mapping Project. The purpose 
of the Project is to help NDIA measure how well they are living their values of Assurance, Empowerment, 
Responsibility, Learning and Integrity.  

As a person who uses NDIA’s services, you can participate in this Project through a Cultural Mapping 
Survey. For more information visit the Cultural Mapping web page on the NDIS website. 

Access Employment Rights Forums 

Deloitte Access Economics are conducting a series of forums to understand the access Australians with a 
disability have to employment rights as defined under the Fair Work Act. They are working with the Fair 
Work Ombudsman to develop an education strategy that may be implemented to improve access to these 
rights for people with disabilities. 

If you are an employee with a disability register your interest to attend one of the forums. 
 
Date: 9 June 2015 at 10:30 to 11:30am or at 2:00 to 3:00pm 
Address: 1/9 Sydney Avenue, Barton  

Participation will be paid.  

Expressions of interest can be registered here: http://svy.mk/1Fn14Uf 

Or by directly contacting Jess Moses at jesmoses@deloitte.com.au or call (02) 9322 3644 
 

Disability Standards for Education Review 

The 2015 Review of the Disability Standards for Education 2005 seek to ensure that students with disability 
are able to access and participate in education on the same basis as students without disability. 

The Minister for Education and Training, in consultation with the Attorney-General, is required to conduct a 
review of the effectiveness of the Standards every five years.  

The 2015 Review will give you an opportunity to provide your comments on the following questions: 
· whether the Standards have assisted people with disability to access and participate in education and 

training opportunities on the same basis as those without disability 

· whether the Standards have helped to raise awareness and eliminate discrimination of people with 

disability in education and training 

· the level of understanding and use by education and training providers to provide a quality education 

which meets students’ needs 

· the level of understanding and use by students with a disability of all backgrounds and their families 

to advocate for their rights 

· Identifying any recommendations that could improve the effectiveness of the Standards. 

http://www.industry.gov.au/PremisesStandardsReview
mailto:pwdact@shout.org.au
http://www.ndis.gov.au/about-us/cultural-mapping-project
http://svy.mk/1Fn14Uf
mailto:jesmoses@deloitte.com.au
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A discussion paper Review of disability standards for Education  is available for you to download. This paper 
provides the historical context to the 2015 Review, as well as an update on new initiatives since the 
previous review in 2010.’ 
 

People With Disabilities ACT encourage people with a disability and their families to make a submission 
Visit dsereview.urbis.com.au to participate in the review. You can join a discussion forum, share your story 

or make a formal submission.  

The website will be open for submissions until 5 June 2015. If you have any questions on the Review please 

email dsereview@urbis.com.au. 

Arts Project Funding 2015 
Are you planning an exciting and innovative arts project for 2016? Project Funding is offered once a year 
and supports ACT artists, groups and organisations to undertake one-off self-identified arts activities.  

The 2016 Project Funding round is now open until 5pm on Wednesday 1 July 2015. 

For more information visit Project Funding.   
 

Information Page 

 
New ACTION Bus Weekday Timetable  
 

New ACTION weekday bus Timetables are now in effect. You need to check your route information as times 
and departure platforms may have changed. You can continue to use Google transit to plan your journey 
and NXTBUS for real time information on the go.  

The Blue Rapid 300 series is a high frequency service connecting Belconnen, City, Woden and Tuggeranong. 
Buses and departs every 5-8 minutes from 7am to 7pm and every 15 minutes in the evening.  

Selected services extend to Kippax and Lanyon. 

For more information and the new Weekday Timetable visit: www.action.act.gov.au  or call ACTION on 
 13 17 10. 

Smart Parking Round the Corner 

The benefits of Smart Parking are a step closer for Canberrans with the ACT Government commencing 
consultation with industry on the Smart Parking trial. 

Smart Parking is a system that is able to capture real time information on available parking spots by using 
technology such as in-ground sensors. Using smart phone apps and intelligent traffic signs, smart parking 
systems then guide people to an available parking space. This in turn saves drivers’ time. 

The ACT Government has released its draft Statement of Requirements to ensure that the Smart Parking 
trial takes into account advice from industry on technology and opportunities for innovation.  The 
procurement process will commence in June 2015, with the trial commencing in the first quarter of 2016. 

PWD ACT welcomes this announcement. Our hope is that smart parking apps and technologies can be 
used to ensure that disability parking spaces are free for those who need them and that people who need 
these spaces can find them more easily. 

Government’s Co-contribution to Your Super 

By making a $1,000 after-tax contribution to your super during the financial year 2014/15 before 
the end of June 2015, depending on your total income you may be entitled to the Federal 
Government’s maximum co-contribution of $500.  

Use this table as a guide to co-contribution rates for the 2014/15 financial-year: 

Your income:  Government’s co-contribution: 
$34,488 or less  $500 

http://dsereview.urbis.com.au/2015-review-of-the-disability-standards-for-education-2005/documents/21330/download
http://dsereview.urbis.com.au/2015-review-of-the-disability-standards-for-education-2005/documents/21330/download
mailto:dsereview@urbis.com.au
http://www.arts.act.gov.au/funding/types-of-funding/project-funding
http://www.action.act.gov.au/
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$35,000   $481.29 
$40,000   $315.12 
$45,000   $148.62 
$49,488 or more   $0 

NDA Forms Alliance with Media Access Australia 

Australian Network on Disability (NDA) has formed an alliance with Media Access Australia, a not-for-
profit organisation devoted to increasing access to media for people with disability,  offering a suite of 
digital accessibility services and expertise to AND’s 150 members across the government and business 
sectors. 
This alliance will assist AND to continue to advance the inclusion of people with disability in all aspects of 
business, and to enable its members and clients to better welcome people with disability as employees, 
customers and suppliers. 

You can read the rest of this Article on: Australian Network on Disability Website or contact them by  
Email: info@and.org.au Phone: (02) 8270 9200 National 1300 363 645 

Mobility Engineering  

Is an Automotive Engineering company that provides mobility solutions for those with special needs. 
The company is based in Asquith NSW with network dealers Australia wide.   
 

For more information and to find the nearest dealer to you contact Mobility Engineering on:  
 02 9482 4572 Email: sales@mobilityengineering.com.au  or Website: www.mobilityengineering.com.au 

Snap, Send and Solve App  
The App allows you to report issues to a local authority from anywhere in Australia.  This App can be used 
to report access issues people with disability face in their local communities, including broken footpaths or 
other access issues.  

For more information and to download the app, go to www.snapsendsolve.com/ or 
 Email:  contact@snapsendsolve.com 

Sickness & Mobility Allowance 

You can now claim online for Sickness Allowance or Mobility Allowance, by sign in to your myGov account 
and access your Centrelink online account.  

Health in Mind  

Health in Mind is a free service for local people with financial barriers to gaining treatment for mild to 
moderate mental health conditions. 

To be eligible, a person must have a mild to moderate mental health condition, with financial barriers to 
gaining treatment. A person cannot access Health in Mind if they have already exhausted sessions through 
Medicare (Better Access). 

For more information is available on ACT Medical Local:  www.actml.com.au  or contact Janelle Holstein 
Health in Mind Central Intake Coordinator on 6287 8090 or Email: healthinmind@actml.com.au 

Choosing Wisely Australia  

Choosing Wisely Australia was launched at the National Prescribing Services (NPS) Medicines Wise offices in 
Sydney.   Darlene Cox the Executive Officer of Health Care Consumers ACT is a member of the Choosing 
Wisely Advisory Group who attended the launch together with a good number of leaders across the health 
sector.  

http://www.and.org.au/news.php/147/and-forms-alliance-with-media-access-australia
mailto:info@and.org.au
mailto:sales@mobilityengineering.com.au
http://www.mobilityengineering.com.au/
http://www.snapsendsolve.com/
mailto:contact@snapsendsolve.com
http://www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/services/centrelink/sickness-allowance
http://www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/services/centrelink/mobility-allowance
http://www.my.gov.au/
http://www.actml.com.au/programs/mental-health/health-in-mind
mailto:healthinmind@actml.com.au
http://www.choosingwisely.org.au/about-choosing-wisely-australia/key-people
http://www.choosingwisely.org.au/about-choosing-wisely-australia/key-people
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Choosing Wisely Australia is a national initiative which is bringing the medical community together to 
improve the quality of healthcare through considering tests, treatments, and procedures where the 
evidence shows they will provide no benefit, or in some cases, lead to harm.  

Choosing wisely is being facilitated by the NPS Medicine Wise and led by Australia’s medical colleges and 
professional societies.  

For more information and find out which tests, treatments, and procedures clinicians and consumers 
should question visit: www.choosingwisely.org.au 

CONTACT Canberra 

CONTACT Canberra continues to provide accurate and accessible information to the Canberra community. 
This year’s addition contains information on National Disability Insurance Scheme service providers. 

 The 2015 CONTACT Directory of Community Services can be ordered online through the CONTACT 
Canberra website www.contactcanberra.org.au , by calling 02 6248 7988 or from Shopfront at the Griffin 
Centre, Genge Street, Civic. 

UPCOMING COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES & EVENTS

 

Free Activities and Courses at ACT Libraries 

What’s On program starts on 1 June: 
 Posture and Flexibility - from where you sit; 
 eBooks Galore - learn how to find and borrow eBooks; 
 Author signing - local author Biff Ward talks about her book In My Mother’s Hands, which was long-

listed for the 2015 Stella Prize; 
 One-on-one digital literacy training – book in for a personalised session and ask all those questions 

you’ve never been game to ask before (plus many more!); 
 Local Historian - Alan Foskett talks about how he turned his passion for Canberra and its history into a 

career; 
 Facebook? Twitter? Instagram? Flickr? Social networking - what’s it all about; 
 Want to be more organised? Wish you had your own personal assistant? Discover some apps to help 

you organise and simplify your day. 

Bookings are now open for most activities. For more information and to reserve your place, visit the libraries 
event listing. 
 

 

Canberra Theatre Centre Family Fun Open Day  
Join Canberra Theatre Centre in celebrating their 50th Anniversary a free community event for all ages.  

Date: Saturday 6 June at 11am to 7pm  
Venue: Canberra Theatre Centre, Civic Square, London Circuit 

Phone: 6275 2700 Web canberratheatrecentre.com.au  Email: jemma.knight@act.gov.au  

High Court of Australia Sunday Concert Program 

Sunday 7 June 2015 at 1:30pm followed by Re-Inventions at 2:30pm 
Performer: Joseleo Logdat  

Join Philippine baritone Joseleo Logdat, accompanied on piano by Dr Raul Navarro, in his premier 
performance in Australia.  

 MAKE A BOOKING 

 
 

http://www.nps.org.au/
http://www.choosingwisely.org.au/
http://www.contactcanberra.org.au/
http://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/libraries-act-122150107
http://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/libraries-act-122150107
mailto:%20canberratheatrecentre.com.au
mailto:jemma.knight@act.gov.au
https://www.gobookings.com/go.asp?go=05311136474831&dDate=2015-06-07
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Home Front Lecture Series 
Thursday 11 June 2015, 12:30pm to 1:30pm, screening of the film at 1.40pm 
Venue: Visions Theatre, National Museum of Australia 

The Water Diviner: screen to page 
Join authors Dr Meaghan Wilson-Anastasios and Andrew Anastasios as they discuss the making of the 2014 
film The Water Diviner (M, 111 min).  

Free: Bookings essential, through the Eventbrite website 
 

Free Public Forum 
Topic: Chronic Fatigue Syndrome Fibromyallgia Multiple Chemical sensitivities  
Presenter: Dr Mark Donohoe MB, BS 
Date: Saturday 13 June at 1pm to 3:30pm 
Venue:  Pilgrim House Conference Centre, Cnr of Rudd St 7 Northbourne Ave, Civic 

At National Gallery of Australia:  
1. Colour my World: Handcoloured Australian Photography: Assisted Descriptive tour 
Date: Saturday 20 June at 2:30 to 3:3 0pm 
Venue: meet at information desk 

Free | bookings essential 6240 6517 or email access@nga.gov.au 
2.  Streetwise: Contemporary Print Culture: Auslan sign-interpreted tour 

Date: Saturday 28 June at 2:30 to 3:3 0pm 

Venue: meet at information desk 

Free | bookings essential 6240 6517 or email access@nga.gov.au 

Chronic Conditions Seminar Series 2015 

FREE Talk: “Foot Health”  
Presenter: Sarah Marshall, ACT Health 
Date:  7pm, Thursday 18 June 2015 
Venue:  SHOUT, Pearce Community Centre, Building 1, Room 22 

For more information please call the SHOUT office on 6290 1984 or Visit: www.actcca.org.au 

Northcott Dinner Party  

Northcott Dinner party is an opportunity for adults with a disability to meet regularly in a group for a meal 

in restaurants, bars and clubs in the Canberra region with support from Northcott staff. 

Date: Thursday 25.June, 6pm to 9pm 

Where: Southern Cross Club, cnr Pitman & Holwell St Tuggeranong 

Participants are required to pay for meal and drink costs. 

Contact Northcott to talk about how you can use your flexible respite, NDIS or other sources of funding to 
pay for activities. Phone: 6251 6444 or Email: canberra.recreation@northcott.com.au 

Bus Excursions & Tours (B.E.T’s) 
B.E.T’s is Community Bus Service funded by the ACT Government and coordinated by Belconnen 
Community Service. 

June Tour: Friday 26 June to National Museum of Australia 
Time: departing at 11:00am and returning approximately 2:30pm 

The excursions are an opportunity to get out and about, meet new people, and share a lunch and a 
conversation all in the surrounds of some of Canberra’s places of interest.  

Registration with the Community Bus Service and bookings are essential to join The B.E.T’s. For enquiries or 
to place a booking, please contact the Community Bus Service on 6251 2100. 

http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-water-diviner-screen-to-page-tickets-16907286148
http://nga.gov.au/ColourMyWorld/
mailto:access@nga.gov.au
http://nga.gov.au/Contemporary/
mailto:access@nga.gov.au
http://www.actcca.org.au/
mailto:canberra.recreation@northcott.com.au
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PWD ACT’s Organisational Members 

Organisation: 
Organisational Name 

Website: 
Address: 

Email: 
Email Address: 

Phone: 
Phone: Achilles Running Club – 

Canberra 

www.achilles-
sydney.org.au/canberra 

 

pmralston@netspeed.com.au 
 

0414 831 
649 

ACT Deafness Resource Centre www.actdrc.org.au enquiries@actdrc.org.au 6287 4393 

ACT Mental Health Consumer 
Network 

www.actmhcn.org.au eo@actmhcn.org.au 6230 5796 

ACT Muscular Dystrophy Ass.  actmda@hotmail.com 6296 4006 

Advocacy for Inclusion www.advocacyforinclusio
n.org 

 

info@advocacyfoinclusion.org 6257 4005 

Autism Asperger ACT Inc www.autismaspergeract.co
m.au 

 

info@autismaspergeract.com.au 6176 0514 

Belconnen Arts Centre www.belconnenartscentre.com
.au 

 

info@belconnenartscentre.com.
au 

6173 3300 

Better Hearing Australia canberra.betterhearingaustrali
a.org.au/node/7 

 

Canberra@betterhearing.org.au 

bhacanberra@gmail.com 
 

6251 4713 

Blind Citizens of Australia 
Canberra ACT Branch 

www.bca.org.au koala@areujoking.com 
 

6254 7326 

Capital Community Housing www.capitalcommunityh
ousing.org.au 

 

admin@capitalcommunityhousin
g.org.au 

 

6287 4344 

Catholic Care  
Canberra & Goulburn 

www.catholiccare.cg.org.au 

 
info@catholiccare.cg.org.au 6295 4300 

CarePlus Services www.careplusservices.co
m.au 

admin@careplusservices.com 6292 9926 

Communities@Work www.commsatwork.org admin@commsatwork.org 6293 6500 

Darryl’s Den Inc www.darrylsden.org 
 

contact@darrylsden.org 0400 597 
026 

DUO Services Australia www.duo.org.au 
 

admin@duo.org.au 6287 2870 
6126 9300 

Ethnic Disability ACT  www.ethnicdisabilityact.
weebly.com 

ethnicdisabilityact@gmail.com 6255 2671 

Friends of Brain Injured 

Children ACT 

www.fbic.org.au fbicact@shout.org.au 6290 1984 

Hartley Lifecare www.hartley.org.au enquires@hartley.org.au 
 

6282 4411 

Health Care Consumers  www.hcca.org.au hcc@hcca.org.au 

 

6230 7800 

House with No Steps www.hwns.com.au Kflanagan@hwns.com.au 4221 0391 

Just Better Care www.justbettercare.com mailct@justbettercare.com 6280 4070 

Koomarri www.koomarri.asn.au reception@koomarri.asn.au 6239 1603   

National Gallery Of Australia www.nga.gov.au/Home eventbookings@nga.gov.au 6240 6504 

Nican www.nican.com.au info@nican.com.au 6241 1220 

QuestCare www.questcare.com.au disabilitysupport@questsolutions
.com.au 

6253 4314 

Rough Diamonds www.nationsheart.org.au Jeanettemorris@netspeed.co
m.au 

0478 539 
173 

Sharing Places www.sharingplaces.com.au 
 

admin@sharingplaces.com.au 6290 1964 

http://www.achilles-sydney.org.au/canberra
http://www.achilles-sydney.org.au/canberra
mailto:pmralston@netspeed.com.au
http://www.actdrc.org.au/
mailto:enquiries@actdrc.org.au
http://www.actmhcn.org.au/
http://www.advocacyforinclusion.org/
http://www.advocacyforinclusion.org/
mailto:info@advocacyfoinclusion.org
http://www.autismaspergeract.com.au/
http://www.autismaspergeract.com.au/
mailto:info@autismaspergeract.com.au
http://www.belconnenartscentre.com.au/
http://www.belconnenartscentre.com.au/
http://canberra.betterhearingaustralia.org.au/node/7
http://canberra.betterhearingaustralia.org.au/node/7
mailto:Canberra@betterhearing.org.au
mailto:bhacanberra@gmail.com
http://www.bca.org.au/
mailto:koala@areujoking.com
http://www.capitalcommunityhousing.org.au/
http://www.capitalcommunityhousing.org.au/
mailto:admin@capitalcommunityhousing.org.au
mailto:admin@capitalcommunityhousing.org.au
http://www.catholiccare.cg.org.au/
mailto:info@catholiccare.cg.org.au
http://www.careplusservices.com.au/
http://www.careplusservices.com.au/
http://www.commsatwork.org/
mailto:admin@commsatwork.org
http://www.darrylsden.org/
http://www.duo.org.au/
mailto:admin@duo.org.au
http://www.ethnicdisabilityact.weebly.com/
http://www.ethnicdisabilityact.weebly.com/
http://www.fbic.org.au/
mailto:fbicact@shout.org.au
http://www.hartley.org.au/
mailto:enquires@hartley.org.au
http://www.hcca.org.au/
mailto:hcc@hcca.org.au
http://www.hwns.com.au/
mailto:Kflanagan@hwns.com.au
http://www.justbettercare.com/
mailto:mailct@justbettercare.com
http://www.koomarri.asn.au/
mailto:reception@koomarri.asn.au
http://www.nga.gov.au/Home
mailto:eventbookings@nga.gov.au
http://www.nican.com.au/
mailto:info@nican.com.au
http://www.questcare.com.au/
mailto:disabilitysupport@questsolutions.com.au
mailto:disabilitysupport@questsolutions.com.au
http://www.nationsheart.org.au/
mailto:Jeanettemorris@netspeed.com.au
mailto:Jeanettemorris@netspeed.com.au
http://www.sharingplaces.com.au/
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Organisation: 
 

Website: 
 

Email: 
 

Phone: 
 

Southside Community 
Services 

www.sscs.org.au 

 
admin@sscs.org.au 6126 4700 

Special Olympics ACT www.specialolympics.com.au soactadmin@specialolympics
.com.au 
 

0467 761 
 580 

Woden Community Service www.wcs.org.au 

 
wcsadmin@wcs.org.au 6282 2644 

Women's Centre For Health 
Matters 

www.wchm.org.au admin@wchm.org.au 6290 2166 

 
PWD ACT MEMBERSHIP 

Individual Membership with Disability: Free 

Organisational Membership: $20 per year 

Benefits of PWD ACT Membership Include: 

 Monthly newsletter 

 Policy consultation on key issues 

 Representative opportunities 

 Connection with local and national networks 

 Right to nominate for our Board 

Link to Membership Form: 

www.pwdact.org.au/index.php/membership.html 

 

Follow Us on Facebook:   

 
PWD ACT CONTACT DETAILS 

POSTAL ADDRESS:  PO Box 717, Mawson ACT 2607  

OFFICE LOCATION:  Building 1, Pearce Centre, Collett Place, Pearce  

Website:  www.pwdact.org.au 

Phone:  02 6286 4223 | Fax: 02 6286 4475 

Email: Robert at: pwdact@shout.org.au or  

 Maida at: pwdadmin@shout.org.au 

http://www.sscs.org.au/
mailto:admin@sscs.org.au
mailto:soactadmin@specialolympics.com.au
mailto:soactadmin@specialolympics.com.au
http://www.wcs.org.au/
http://www.wchm.org.au/
http://www.pwdact.org.au/index.php/membership.html
http://www.pwdact.org.au/
mailto:pwdact@shout.org.au
mailto:pwdadmin@shout.org.au
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PWD ACT NEWSLETTER 
 

 “For people with disabilities, 

 

 
by people with disabilities.”  

 

PWD ACT’s newsletter is an easily read, compact and timely way of keeping members and supporters 
informed about our advocacy work, issues and coming events. We strongly encourage people with 
disabilities to send feedback on systemic advocacy issues directly to us on the above contacts. Please send 
us an email if you would like to receive your PWD ACT newsletter ‘Out & about with Ability’ electronically, 
as this will save our environment. 

This newsletter is provided with the assistance of the ACT Government 
through Community Service Directorate. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PWD ACT is a member of the Self Help Organisations United Together 

 


